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Wise Men still Seek Him
Blessed Epiphany to each and every one of you! In this season, we
rejoice that God came in the flesh, not only to fulfill the law and the
prophets for the Jews, but that He has come to be the Savior of all the
nations!
In Matthew 2, the Gospel text for the Epiphany, we read, “Now after
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is
He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star when it
rose and have come to worship him.”… And going into the house,
they saw the Child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh .” (Matt 2: 1-3, 11)
Magi, or ‘wise men’ from the east, came to bow down and worship the toddler King, Jesus.
Their gifts were costly for sure- gold, frankincense and myrrh- but the gift that the young King
had to offer was priceless. Through the shedding of His blood, the gift of forgiveness of sins
for all nations would be purchased. With His innocent suffering and death, He would pay the
debt of all. With His resurrection from the dead, His meal of remembrance became for us a
re-membering (a reuniting) with His very living body and blood. With His ascension into
heaven and the sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, all nations are now hearing the Good
News of Christ, the Servant King.
“Wise Men” of all ages and all nations need the gifts that Christ the King gives—and they
seek Him where He may be found. For now the King comes to us in Word and Sacrament to
bestow His gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation—and He has promised to do so until the end
of this age (Matt 28:20). It is also true that “wise men” (that’s all of you, dear brothers and sisters in Christ) seek to share His gifts with those among us—our family, friends, co-workers,
community members—and extend them to all nations.
So during this Epiphany season, I encourage you first to continue to seek Christ where He has
promised to be present. Second, I encourage you that as you have been given His gifts, you
would be active in sharing them with others. Finally, I encourage you to participate in the
Congregational Summit on Satur day, J anuar y 26 as we seek the Lor d ’s guidance and
direction for our congregation in 2019 and beyond.

office@faithlutheranbloomington.org

Blessed Epiphany!
Pastor Edwards
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Saturday, January 26
Congregational Summit
9 am—12 noon

All members of Faith are
encouraged to attend the annual Summit on
the morning of Saturday, January 26. One of
the specific objectives of this year’s summit
will be to lay the groundwork for strategic
planning efforts in 2019 that will affect
ministry team functions, and other internal
and external ministry opportunities. The
summit will also address other topics on a
local, District, and Synodical level.

Prayer Vigil

noon—midnight

This year’s Prayer Vigil
will again run from noon to
midnight, and will both
open and close with a brief
service of corporate prayer in the sanctuary.
Members of Faith are encouraged to commit
to an hour of prayer (sign-up coming soon).
Prayer guides will be provided as in previous
years. May the Lord bless us as we begin
2019 in prayer and devotion!

Serving us in JANUARY
Altar Guild

Alice Hawkins &
Leslie Pfrommer

Coffee

Ryan Shettlesworth

Food Pantry

Janet Hitzeman
Bill Pfrommer

CD Delivery
Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Carl Lenthe
Glenda Morris
Bill & Leslie Pfrommer
Jim VanOsdol

Ushers

Skip Harrison
Doug Hoffman

Greeters
Jan 6 & 13
Jan 20 & 27
Acolytes
Jan 6
Book bearer
Crucifer
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Mark & Diane Riggins
Volunteers needed

607 E. 7th St. —across from Dunn Meadow

Elise Sensabaugh
Miriam Sui
Gregory Pate
Evan Huang
Jonah Grimes
Erich Schuler

The Lutheran Student Center is open daily
from 9am-10pm for studying, relaxing,
free laundry, wi-fi & copy center.
Come by any time to heat up your lunch in
the kitchen, hang out on the comfy couches,
watch tv, play ping-pong or foosball, or
stop by to talk with Pastor Woelmer
about whatever’s on your mind.

Pastor Woelmer:
rwoelmer@indiana.edu
812-336-5387 | ulu@indiana.edu
indianalutheran.com

8 am Service
Head Usher
Ushers

Bill Pfrommer
Bob Pease
David Skirvin
Jim VanOsdol

Greeters
Jan 6 & 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Bob & Ann Graves
Steve & Janet Hitzeman
Doug & Deb Hackman

Acolytes
Jan 6
Book bearer
Crucifer
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Mary Brunner
Nolan Coy
Nate Poage
Acolyte needed
Lily Gebhardt
Asher Edwards

Head Usher

Travis Jerke

10:30 am Service

Sunday

Statistics—November 2018
Average Attendance
Sunday Worship — 258
Sunday School — 34
Adult Bible Class — 39

February
newsletter articles
are due

Thursday,
January 10.

9:15 am
10:30 am
6 pm

Bible Class
Divine Service
Fellowship Meal

Tuesday & Friday

8 am

Wednesday

6 pm
7 pm
7:30 pm

Thursday

7 pm
9 pm

Morning Prayer
Midweek Meal
Evening Prayer
Bible Study

Grad/Young Adult
fellowship/Bible study
Pizza Talk—res. halls

2019 Newsletter

Thank you
We give gifts as a way to
express our love for others
and in our gift giving, a
reflection of Christ’s love
is shown.
Thank you for showing
our families a wonderful
image of Christ. We are
truly blessed!
Pastor Edwards
Pastor Beck
Pastor Woelmer
Pastor Sui

Remember to pick up your monthly newsletter
at, or just before, the beginning of each month.
Both current and past months can always be accessed online at faithluther anbloomington.or g as well.
If you feel you would instead be best served to receive it at
home during 2019 (whether or not you received it in the
mail in 2018), please notify the church office to have a copy
mailed to your home address. Let us know if you pr efer
it mailed the entire year or just specific months.
As always, please contact the church office with any update
in address, email, or phone number. Thank you!

PPC & Ministry Teams
Sunday, January 13
8 & 10:30 am (your choice)

Installation of new members

T
Re-commissioning
of returning members
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Prayer Notes
A page of prayer concerns
for our congregation’s members, family, and friends is
available each week on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Please take a
copy home and include the names
listed in your daily prayers.
If you have a prayer concern that you
wish to have listed, contact the church
office through email or a phone call, or
fill out a request form available on the
bulletin board, and leave it in the
church office or with one of our Pastors.
In an effort to keep our prayers as current as possible, requests remain in the
Prayer Notes up to one month at a time.
We invite you to contact the church
office to request continued prayers for
additional months. Please also update
the information whenever appropriate.

Catechism Corner

Adult Education News

The celebration of Epiphany focuses on the narrative of the Magi from the east who sought out
Jesus. For all the tradition surrounding them,
there is much we do not know about the magi:
where in “the east” exactly were they from (popular theories
include Greece, Anatolia, and Persia)? How many of them
were there (three gifts doesn’t necessarily mean three magi)?
Were they Jew or Gentile? (Modern tradition holds them to
be Gentile but, after the exile, Jews settled in many different
eastern nations and, as we see in Daniel, often held positions
of authority where they lived.)

Sunday mornings—9:15 am
In January and February, the pastors will lead us
in studies about Old Testament Bible heroes.
This promises to be a very interesting series. Each Sunday will
focus on one Old Testament hero. For example, how much
do you know about the life of Samson? Come and find out!
Midweek Bible Study Opportunities
10 am Wednesdays: Men of Faith and Women of Faith will be
meeting separately.
2nd and 4th Thursday evenings (6:30-7:30 pm): We will continue the series "W hat Does God Say About..." Topics are still to
be determined. If you have a topic that you would like to have
explored, fill out a request form (purple sheets available in the
narthex). Watch for bulletin announcements that will describe
the upcoming sessions.

These are all intriguing and relevant thoughts from an academic perspective, but the biblical narrative doesn’t address
any of these questions directly for one very important reason: they do not matter. In the face of the greater meaning of
the Epiphany story, it really isn’t important what ethnicity or
nation the wise men came out of. The miraculous nature of
the story is that these men, so far removed from the physical
event of Jesus’ birth, recognized the sign in the sky, trusted
in the Scriptures and worshipped Him as their Lord. None of
this would have happened had it not been for the unpleasant
period of Israel’s history known as the Babylonian Exile.
Though their temple was sacked, their lives uprooted and
their land taken from them, still God was at work through
His chosen people to make His name known in places it had
never been heard before. Through the witness of the Jews in
foreign lands, many people beyond Israel’s borders came to
the knowledge of the Scriptures and faith in Yahweh; the
Magi, whether they be Jew or Gentile, are living proof of
this. God works His good in every situation.

—Norm Papke, Adult Education chairman

Upcoming Mission Activities
LWML’s next activity is to make soup for the
Wheeler Mission. We will gather upstairs in Faith’s
kitchen on Sunday, January 20, beginning at 6:15
pm to slice, dice, boil, and blend the ingredients into a hearty,
tasty chicken chili. We will also assemble valentines with a message and a needed item to be distributed at Pantry 279. Stay
tuned to the Sunday announcements and your email for more
details on what donations will be needed.

The Magi, though somewhat enigmatic figures, represent
some important aspects for the Christian understanding of
God. First, that He is God of Jew and Gentile, regardless of
nationality or geographic location. Second, that His plan of
Salvation is not reliant on the desires or obedience of His
people (Herod, a Jew, rejected this plan, after-all). And finally, that He is able to work faith in all circumstances, no matter how hopeless they might seem by worldly reckoning.
There were a tremendous amount of moving pieces in the
grand puzzle that brought the Magi to their knees before
their Lord and Savior, but God, the author of History and
Master over all kings and kingdoms saw fit to include these
men of faith in the story of the Christ that we might share in
the same hope that they had—that the revealing of Jesus
Christ is good news for all peoples.

Mission Moment

One of the LWML Mission Grants that was awarded at the 2017
Convention in Albuquerque was to provide $25,000 to give nursing students in the Concordia University system the opportunity
to participate in a short-term mission trip to Madagascar with a
Mercy Medical Team. This service opportunity for students to
work with medical professionals in providing medical and/or
spiritual care to the under-served would be invaluable. This grant
has yet to be disbursed because enough mite money has not yet
been received. As of the end of October, almost $1.4 million has
been received in Mite Offerings. The goal for the 2017-2019
Biennium (which ends March 31, 2019) is $2,075,000.
Please keep those mites coming and know that they
make a difference! You can find out more information
about all the Mission Grants or donate Mites online at
www.lwml.org/mission-grants

Blessed Epiphany,
Pastor Beck

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Megan
Abbott, MissAbbott04@hotmail.com or (260) 433-1213.

Jesus Company | 6-8 pm

resumes Sunday, January 6
Mark your calendar with these dates as well:
March 4—Hello/Goodbye party
March 30—Alleluia Banner and pizza party
January 8

—Mr. & Mrs. Schuler
812-508-0180 / lori.schuler@comcast.net

January 9
4:30 pm Prep Choir
7 pm Senior Choir
5:40 pm Junior Choir
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Emily Ahrendt
Jeff Arnold
Fred Barsun
Mary Brunner
Natalie Brunner
Arie Edwards
Asher Edwards
Lauren Cook
Caisey Cross
Emileigh Cross
Joshua Grimes
Adele Gabriel
Henry Gabriel
Robert Gilbert
Shirin Gilbert
Joanne Henline
Evan Huang
Adeline Jones
Amanda Jones
Trevor Jones
Matt Landgraf
Carl Lenthe

Thank you, all!

Faith Lutheran Youth

Many thanks to ever yone that contr ibuted
musical offerings dur ing the Advent and
Christmas seasons, whether singing, playing
an instrument, or both! Soli Deo gloria!

btownfly@gmail.com | #BTownFLY

grades 7-12

Facebook:www.facebook.com/
groups/110341806149/
Remind: https://www.remind.com/join/flyann
or text @flyann to 81010

Sarah Mahnken
Zach May
Landon Miller
Zane Miller
Theresa Oatman
Phyllis Piantek
Sam Poage
Kathy Powell
Kate Reinhard
Matthew Ross
Margaret Sui
Matthew Sui
Miriam Sui
Melanie Thunberg
Zachary Thunberg
Gary Wohlafka
Louise Wohlafka
Symphonic Bells of Blgtn

Sunday Mornings | 9:15 am
Discussion and Bible study.
Event Calendar
Sun, Jan. 6—FLY at Frank Southern (12 noon)
Thurs, Jan. 10—Dine & Donate (Aver s Buffet)
Sun, Jan. 13—FLY at Church
Sun, Jan. 20-21—Lock-In
Sun, Jan. 27—FLY at Church
Sat, Feb. 9—Chili Cook-off
—Faith Lutheran Youth
John Poage (812-345-0223)

Dine & Donate—Aver’s Buffet (east)
Thursday, January 10 | 5-8 pm
FLY is planning a January fundraising event at
Avers Pizza to help support their trip to the National LCMS Youth Gathering this coming summer!

Many thanks also to all who joined in fellowship and ser vice in early December with the Christmas decorating (led by
Cybil Cole) and all those who came on Christmas Eve to put
out and light the Luminaries (led by Dave Ebeling).
Join us on Saturday, January 12 at 9 am as
we UN-decorate the building after
Christmas!

You will not need a flyer; you will tell the server about the fundraiser and mention Faith Lutheran Youth when they bring the bill/
check.

UN-

Lutheran Summer Music

June 23-July 21, 2019—Valpo

www.lsmacademy.org

Attention, high school musicians! Do you love
to sing or play your instrument? Lutheran Summer Music (LSM)
will take place at Valparaiso University again in 2019. Applications are being accepted for students currently in grades 8-12 for
voice, winds, strings, percussion, piano, organ and composition.

Fellowship News
Thank you to all the cooks who
made food for the Advent lunches and
suppers. I especially want to thank FLY,
the Choir and Kitchen committee for volunteering to take an
evening to fix food. And the Fellowship Team who graciously volunteered to make yummy soups and cookies
for the lunches.

There's a range of skill levels represented, and you WILL be appropriately challenged no matter your level. You should just arrive
wanting to learn, grow, and make new friends while experiencing
living on a college campus.
Tuition is all-inclusive. Scholarships, grants and other opportunities to greatly reduce the cost are available through both Faith
(speak with Priscilla) and LSM.

Suppers for Six have been a success. Each
group has met and all have had a good time getting to know other members. If you would like to
join a group let Bonnie Martin or Ann Graves
know and we’ll find a spot for you.

To learn more about this fun, engaging, and life-impacting opportunity, see the bulletin board, visit lsmacademy.org, or talk with
LSM alumni Jonathan or Janet Schaefer.

Upcoming events to be held this winter and

spring by the Fellowship Team are a Trivia Night
on March 23 and a Ladies’ Tea to be held in the
spring. More information will follow on both
events as we finish the planning.

Volleyball | 8 pm—Thursdays
Faith Alive Small Group!!
Join us most Thursdays for an evening of volleyball in our gym. Feel free to bring a friend!

—Fellowship Ministry Team
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Looking ahead In 2019
Ladies’ Night Out

Friday, January 11 | 6:30 pm
Come join us at the home of Jan Greenwood (719 E Moss Creek
Drive, Bloomington) for our January Ladies' Night Out on Friday
January 11 at 6:30 pm. Bring an appetizer or snack to share. Dessert and beverages are provided. Contact Jan at 630-272-0107 if
you need directions. Contact Erin at 812-876-4246 if you need a ride.
Ladies' Night Out is a monthly gathering of the ladies of Faith Lutheran
Church to enjoy a few hours of Christian fellowship with each other. Come,
and feel free to invite a friend or coworker!
January

Faith Alive Young Adults

Saturday, January 26 | 5:55 pm

Faith Alive will be meeting at BJ’s on Saturday, January 26 at
5:55 pm. All post-college adults are welcome to join in!
Contact Grant or Katie at gkmadinger@gmail.com
with any questions.

10 Dine & Donate
12 Un-Decorating
16 Lunch & Learn
26 Congregational Summit / Prayer Vigil
27-Feb 1 National Luther an Schools Week
February

8-9 LCMS-U Indiana Winter Weekend
9 Chili Cook-off
16 Sweetheart Dinner
March

Sweetheart Dinner
coming on February 16
Long time members of Faith may remember the fun of participating in Sweetheart Dinners around Valentines Day before the
upper level addition was completed. The Faith@Home Ministry team is bringing that event back on the evening of Saturday, February 16.
Details will be in the Sunday announcements and February newsletter. For
now, mark the date on your 2019 calendar.

Winter Shelter Soup Kitchen

Wheeler Mission mission statement:
To provide Christ centered programs and services
for the homeless and those in need.

Wheeler Mission provides places for those who are seeking shelter during our
wintery weather. Faith members will have an opportunity to prepare a hearty
soup to be delivered to the mission for those who take refuge there at night.
We have two groups who have scheduled dates to prepare soup here at our
church to be delivered to the shelter. Please consider looking ahead to March
and let Janet Hitzeman know if you would be able to help out that month.
Sunday, January 20
LWML
Sunday, February 10
Jesus Company
March, 2019 (date TBD) Members of Faith
Please contact Janet Hitzeman 812-334-3335(h) or 812-345-0882(c) with
questions or to sign up to help in March.

3 Lenten Fair
3 Jesus Company Hello/Goodbye party
6 Ash Wednesday
8 Concordia Univ. Wind Symphony concert
11-15 Spring Break (Preschool/CCC closed)
13, 20, 27 Lenten services
23 Trivia Night
April

3, 10 Lenten services
6 Generosity Feeds
14 Palm Sunday
18 Maundy Thursday
19 Good Friday
Jesus Company Alleluia Banner/pizza party
21 Easter
27/28 Confirmation
May

30 Ascension
June

9 Pentecost
17-20 Spirit Camp
JuLY

11-15 National Youth Gathering
August

7 1st Day of Preschool/CCC

October

20 Loyalty Sunday
November

20 Thanksgiving Eve worship
December

4, 11, 18 Advent services
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Sunday School News
Ongoing Collections

There are several opportunities to co-teach
a Sunday school class! Teachers alternate
months with the co-teacher, so you can
still attend Adult Bible Study on the weeks
when you are not teaching, or have someone in place to teach if you’re out of town.
 5s/Kindergarten
st
nd
 1 –2 grade
 (grades 3-4 can also be an option!)

Orphan Grain Train
Clothing for men, women and childr en is
collected in the bins underneath the narthex coat
rack throughout the year. Volunteers deliver the
donations to the OGT warehouse in Jonesville,
IN as needed, to be shipped both nationally and
internationally.
Cash donations fr om the Sunday mor ning snacks in the
Grand Hall are routinely sent on to OGT. Sign up on the snack
table in the Grand Hall to donate snacks on a given Sunday
morning.

Simple, age-appropriate crafts and activities are used
to reinforce the weekly lesson. All materials are
provided.
To learn more, talk with one of the pastors or Tim
Paul (indianapauls@yahoo.com or 812-876-7045).

My Brother’s Closet
Housed upstairs in the closet of Classroom A, this is a place to
find coats, toiletries and basic pantry items for those in need. If
you need items please simply mark what you take on the clipboard found in the closet. Throughout the year, certain items are
requested as inventory runs low. Contact Diane W ilkinson with
questions.

We thank God for all of our teachers and helpers!

Pantry 279 (Trinity Lutheran Church, Ellettsville)
Non-perishable food is collected year -round (also toiletries and
paper products) on the tall shelves in the narthex, near the Preschool hallway. Volunteers deliver the donations to Trinity as
needed.

Concordia University Chicago

Wind Symphony
to perform at Faith
Friday, March 8

Volunteers can also ser ve at Trinity to unload food tr ucks,
stock shelves, clean the pantry, sort through food, and pack up
and carry out groceries for customers. 900 area families are
served by this ministry each week!

Mark your calendars now for Friday, March 8, when Faith hosts
the Wind Symphony of Concordia University Chicago. This
premiere instrumental ensemble at Concordia has performed in
43 states, four continents, and first performed at Faith in 2012.
Bloomington will be their first stop as they make their second
invitational visit to Carnegie Hall the following week.

Please visit pantry279.org for more information or to get involved.

Faith’s own Jonathan Schaefer is a member of this group, and
Rachel Schaefer is returning as an alumnus for this tour.
There is no charge for admission although a free-will offering
will be taken during the concert. With selections ranging from
sacred to secular, traditional to modern, there will be something
for everyone, so bring the entire family and invite all your
friends!
Hosting the Wind Symphony is a wonderful opportunity for our
congregation and we will be looking for a lot of hands on deck to
make this event the success it deserves to be. Watch for details
about several simple opportunities for helping out:
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Sign up to be an overnight host for two or more members of
the ensemble.
Help out with providing meals for the ensemble.
Volunteer to hang up posters around town.
Come to the concert...and br ing a fr iend!

Greetings from the Director of

week for church members only to turn in paperwork before it
opens up to the public. Church members can pick up a registration
packet anytime after January 7 from the chur ch office or our
bulletin board across from the church library. Church members
may return them anytime during the week of January 28 – February 2. You may turn them into the church office and they will put
them in my mailbox. Registration will open up to the public on
February 5. We ar e open fr om 7:45 am - 5 pm, Monday through
Friday. Please stop by anytime and see what we are all about. You
can email me at faithlutheranps@gmail.com with any questions.

Faith Lutheran Preschool
and Christian Child Care

Happy New Year!
During the month of January we will
be celebrating our National Lutheran
Schools Week. It will take place
January 27—February 1.
We are inviting the church to help us
celebrate in a couple of ways:

We will be putting up “Prayer
Angels” in the Narthex. Each
angel will have a child’s name
on it from the Preschool or
Childcare. We would like for
you to take an angel (or more)
and pray that our ministry will
put the Holy Spirit to work in their hearts. They will be available to take beginning Sunday, January 20 from a wall near
the church mailboxes in the narthex.

We invite you to sign up to help out in the classrooms during
story time and r ead the childr en a book either in the after noon session or morning session.

If there is a hobby or something that you do that you think the
children would like to learn about or do, please contact me so
that we can fit that into our week as well.

Lastly we would like to invite you to have lunch with the preschoolers anytime during that week.
I will put sign up sheets for all of these events under our bulletin
board across from the library.

Have a Happy and Blessed New Year – 2019!
Rachel Stults, Director
Our Student of the Month from November:
Madelyn Miller
Family – Chris (Dad), Jen (Mom), Allie (Sister), Andrew (Brother)
Church – Redeemer Community
Heard about FLP – my big sister Allie went there
Favorite Family Activity – being outside on walks or hikes, taking
trips and watching movies in the basement
Favorite Family Memory – Going to Big Splash
Favorite Book – Pinkalicious
Favorite Food – Cotton Candy

January birthdays in
Preschool/CCC:
Zander Monroe
Audrey Weakly
Everett Vanzo
Thomas Haun
Landry James
Madelyn Belcher

Our registration for the 2019-2020 school year will begin when we
return for second semester. As we did last year, we will set aside a
Mission Statement:
Faith Lutheran Preschool and Christian Child Care shall be distinctively Lutheran in its philosophy,
curriculum and staff. While evangelistic outreach is the primary purpose,
it strives to assist in nurturing all children and their families.

Caroline Bell
Alexa Johnson
Abraham Wells
Thomas Sciscoe
Ruby Harper
Ada Weaver

Lunch and Learn
The first Lunch and Learn, sponsored by the
Health and Human Care Team, was very
successful. Lunch and Learn is a time of
fellowship from 11 am-12 pm that includes a
light lunch while listening to a health-related topic provided
by one of our members as they share their professional expertise.

Weather-related
cancellations
In case of severe weather,
cancellation of regular or
special church services and whole-congregation activities will
be made by Pastor Edwards and the Congregation Chairman
and announced on:




Join us next on Wednesday, January 16 at 11 am in Classroom
A for “The Attentive Bite,” presented by Samantha Schaefer,
a Registered Dietician and member of our Congregation:
We eat for all kinds of reasons! Transition from
mindless to mindful eating by tuning into your environmental and physiological cues. We will discuss
practical tips and have some fun and I promise—no
desserts will be taken away!

TV—WTHR (Channel 13, Indy)
Radio—WFIU (103.7 FM)
Facebook—Faith Lutheran Church LCMS Bloomington

Please sign up on the Health and Human Care bulletin board
or call Janet Hitzeman (812-334-3335) so that we have an
adequate amount of food.

Cancellation or postponement of committee and ministry team
meetings is the r esponsibility of the chair per son of each
organization and will be communicated within that group as
determined by the organization members.
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