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Faith Lutheran Church
2200 S. High Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47401
812-332-1668

email: office@faithbtown.org
Website coming soon:
www.faithbtown.org

Your Labor is not in vain!
It is easy to become discouraged when you work hard for
something and it seems like you’re just spinning your
wheels. It happens when a child builds a tower of blocks
and a sibling comes and knocks it down. It happens when
students study hard but still don’t pull the grade that they
expect. It happens when you work diligently in your 9 to 5
job— that is now more like a 7 to 7 job—and you don’t
receive any extra recognition (or pay!). It happens when
you have worked so hard in your life and now that you’re older, all that time, effort and energy
seems to have been forgotten or unappreciated by your children and grandchildren. It is easy
to become discouraged and feel like your labor, all your hard work, has been in vain.
The Apostle Paul knew something of this discouragement as well. He wondered out loud (or
on paper) if he had labored in vain (see Gal. 4:11). Yet in the midst of discouragement, his eyes
are drawn always and ever to the person and work of Jesus—and there He finds his encouragement.
In the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul writes about the source of his, and all
believers’ encouragement; the reality of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. He states that because of Jesus’ resurrection, we can take courage—our sin is forgiven (v.17). Because Jesus is
raised from the dead, we will also rise (v.23). And finally, because Jesus is risen, our labor in
the Lord is not in vain! Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
(1 Corinthians 15:58)

The reality of the resurrection and the significance it has for our lives is that it assures us of
our forgiveness now, our future hope of the resurrection, and the meaning it gives to our labor!
Faithful labor in our vocations is never in vain! “Faithful” meaning both living and working,
trusting in Christ’s salvation for us, and also living and working to the best of our abilities for
the service of others. Faithful labor in the Lord is never in vain—because He is laboring in and
through us!
So take courage! Don’t throw in the towel! Christ the Risen One has labored for you and is
now laboring in you through Word and Sacrament. He is the One Who has called you to your
labor—and the One Who has called you is faithful! He will labor on! (1 Thess. 5:24)
—Pastor Edwards

Faith Lutheran Church
LCMS Bloomington
Sunday Schedule
Worship: 8 am, 10:30 am & 5 pm
Chinese Worship: 9:15 am
Sunday School/Bible Class: 9:15 am
FLY: 6-8 pm, select weeks
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Eric J. Edwards
Rev. Christopher Beck
Rev. Liwei Sui
Telephone: 812-332-1668
University Lutheran:
Rev. Richard Woelmer
Telephone: 812-336-5387
Email: rwoelmer@indiana.edu

Congregational Information Meeting
Wednesday, June 26
7 pm

Mark your calendars for a congregational meeting that will take
place on Wednesday, June 26 at 7 pm.
The primary purpose of this meeting is to update the congregation
on strategic planning efforts that have taken place since the January
congregational summit, and to seek input on priorities and future
directions for Faith during the next 5+ years.

Serving us in MAY

Service
Head Usher
Ushers

Altar

Deb Hackman &
Arllys Papke

Guild

Coffee

Norm & Arllys Papke

Food Pantry

Don Weaver

CD Delivery
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Carl Lenthe
Bill Pfrommer
Jim VanOsdol
Don Weaver

Grass Mowing
Apr 29– May 5

Greeters
May 5 & 12
May 19 & 26
Acolytes
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Bill Pfrommer
Doug Hackman
Bob Pease
Alan Schaefer
Gary & Sheryl Alspaugh
Fred & Laraine Cooksey
Evan Huang
Elise Sensabaugh
Lily Gebhardt
Mary Brunner

Head Usher
Ushers

Please also contact the church office
the week before your date to share
what you would like printed in that
Sunday’s announcements.
—Deanie Bently,
812-330-0328

Travis Jerke
Skip Harrison
Doug Hoffman

Greeters
May 5 & 12

May 6-12

Drew Antilla
Jeff Franz

May 19 & 26

Cybil Cole &
Betty Vance
Phil & Heather Ross

May 13-19

Rick Stults
Paul Brunner

Acolytes
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Miriam Sui
Nate Poage
Erich Schuler
Evan Huang

Doug Hoffman
Andrew Lukefahr

Ascension of Our Lord
Thursday, May 30—7 pm

May 27 – June 2 Hank Hawkins
Drew Frey

Head Usher
Ushers

Statistics—March 2019
Acolyte
Book Bearer
Crucifer

Average Attendance
Sunday Worship — 240
Sunday School — 28
Adult Bible Class — 44

8

Anyone in the congregation can sign up to
donate altar flowers; visit
the chart posted on the end of the mailboxes in the narthex to choose an open
date and learn more.

10:30 am Service

Barry Martin
Brad Braun

May 20-26

Altar Flower Chart

Jim VanOsdol
Fred Cooksey
David Skirvin
Lily Gebhardt
Erich Schuler
Miriam Sui

am
June/July newsletter ar ticles
are due

Friday, May 10.

607 E. 7th St. —across from Dunn Meadow
The Lutheran Student Center is open daily
from 9 am-10 pm for studying, relaxing,
free laundry, wi-fi & copy center.

Pastor Woelmer:
rwoelmer@indiana.edu
812-336-5387 | ulu@indiana.edu
indianalutheran.com
Summer worship beginning May 5

Divine Service 10:30 am Sundays
Thursdays

6:30 pm Front Porch
Cookout
7:30 pm Bible Study

Lenten coin
folders may still
be returned to the
office.
These offerings will be donated to
Trinity Lutheran Church in
Ellettsville.

Thank you for your service!
The pastors of Faith would like to thank all those who have labored diligently and faithfully through the Lenten and Easter Season, especially
Janet, Deanne, Priscilla, the members of the Altar Guild, the Choirs and
Musicians, the Fellowship Ministry Team for the meals (and all those
who provided the wonderful food) John Poage and FLY for the Easter egg hunt and Easter
Breakfast.
Thank you also to the 7th grade Confirmation families for hosting the Confirmation Fellowship dinner, and for Judy V anOsdol for making the Confirmation banners.
Truly, it is a honor and privilege to labor for the sake of Christ with you all!
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Ascension Day
Thurs, May 30
7 pm worship

with Holy Communion

Catechism Corner

Congratulations
to our
High School Graduates!

Pentecost and Pentecostalism
With the celebration of Pentecost fast
approaching, the Christian church throughout
the world reflects on the very first Pentecost
recorded in Acts 2. This high, holy day is
marked with numerous signs and wonders which Saint Luke
chronicles with his usual descriptive flair: “suddenly there
came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind…”
“divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on
each one of them…” and “they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues” (Luke 2:2-4).
Now, all of these amazing things took place during the Jewish harvest festival of Shavout, with the Holy Spirit working
through the disciples to produce a harvest of 3,000 souls
who were baptized into the name of Christ Jesus.

· Adam Frey—Bloomington
South
· Gracie Hensinger—Bloomington South
· Tatiana Huss—Bloomington North
· Claire Landgraf—Bloomington South
· Matt Landgraf—Bloomington South
· Matthew Ross—Orleans
· Justin Terrell—Owen Valley

Adult Education News
Sunday mornings—9:15 am




Frequently throughout the Scriptures, God works through
various means (i.e. bread, wine, water, stones, wind, fire
and of course, His servants) to communicate His grace to
His people. Indeed, this tendency of God to communicate a
heavenly reality through ordinary means is key to our sacramental theology; we preach, teach and confess that a Sacrament is not a Sacrament without a visible sign attached to it.
For the people present at the first Pentecost, it was the disciples themselves serving as a visible sign for the people that
the Holy Spirit was present. The tongues of flame which
rested on them called to mind the pillar of fire with which
God led His people of old, and their speech in foreign
tongues serves as a reversal of the curse God placed on the
world at Babel. The grace of this miracle is that people of
all tribes and languages would be able to hear the good
news of Jesus Christ. However, as is the tendency of sinful
man, this account is often abused within the modern church
to justify a practice that is utterly un-biblical.

What Do We Believe?, led by Pastor
Edwards, finishes up this month. This
class is offered for non-members who wish to learn more
about the Christian faith and, in particular, the Lutheran
Church. It is also a wonderful Catechism refresher for
current members.
New Testament Heroes, which began on Apr il 28,
will continue in May. This study will be led by Pastor Beck. This class will give an opportunity to get
acquainted with some of the people who were instrumental in getting the Christian church started.

Midweek studies




The Wednesday morning men’s and women’s Bible
studies meet at 10 am every week until Memorial
Day.
The Thursday evening midweek Bible studies, which
were suspended during Lent, resume this month on
May 9 and 23, now meeting at 7 pm. Watch the
weekly bulletin announcements for times and topics
of these studies.

The tradition of “speaking in tongues” in the western church
(several denominations, but most notably early 20 th century
Pentecostal) is meant to harken back to the miracle of Pentecost. However, the contemporary practice of tongues completely divorces itself of the grace it was intended to communicate to the disciples and their hearers. In its modern
form, speaking in tongues serves as a rite of passage or a
demonstration of those whose belief is “genuine.” In other
words, it is understood as something a believer must do in
order to authenticate their Christian faith. In this sense, it
serves as the polar opposite of a Sacrament: God does not
command it, there is no grace in it, and the “visible means”
is nothing but gibberish. So, how ought the orthodox Christian appropriate this practice? The truth is, we already do.
We speak in language which is not our own each and every
Sunday when we make confession of our sins and when we
recite the creed. Through these words, which God has given
His church so that we would know His grace and mercy, we
speak an eternal language of salvation in Christ alone. We
speak in unison with the church of all times and places to
pronounce the goodness of a God Who became flesh to save
us from our sin. May the Holy Spirit ever open our lips to
proclaim the mighty works of our God!

Looking ahead
Beginning in June, we will once again be meeting at 6:30
am on Wednesdays at the south Cloverleaf restaurant for
breakfast and Bible study. More details about this Bible study
opportunity will be found in the June newsletter.
—Norm Papke, Adult Education chairman

Are you being Called to Teach?
Serve our families and children by coteaching one of our classes!
Teachers alternate months, so you can
still attend Adult Bible Study on the
weeks when you are not teaching. A ll
materials are provided.

Blessed Pentecost,
—Pastor Beck

To learn more talk with one of the pastors or Sunday School superintendent
Tim Paul indianapauls@yahoo.com
or 812-876-7045).
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Bookstore News

NEW Email Addresses

Here at Faith Bookstore you will find
Christian Mother’s Day, Graduation
and Wedding cards, books and gifts.

Please update your contacts to recognize our NEW email address and use it
for all future communications with the
church office:

Although the Rite of Confirmation is past here at Faith, we
know that you may have special ones being confirmed
elsewhere. We will still have on display those cards and
gifts for a few weeks, but after they are put away, they will
still be available at all times. All you need to do is ask for
what you need.

office@faithbtown.org

The other church staff email addresses have also been
updated:
business@faithbtown.org (Deanne Brown)
music@faithbtown.org (Priscilla Gabriel)
FLPS@faithbtown.org (Rachel Stults)
pastoredwards@faithbtown.org
pastorbeck@faithbtown.org
pastorsui@faithbtown.org

Imprinted Bibles, books of prayer, etc. are always available for special order. Those orders are usually received
within a week. Watch the display table and glass display
case, as the items there will be changing periodically.
See you at Faith Bookstore!

R.A.P.—a package deal

—Lou Ann Lybrook, Deanne
Brown, and Alice Hawkins

Last month we celebrated Christ’s resurrection
and at the end of this month we will celebrate
His ascension, while waiting His Parousia (a
fancy, theological term for Christ’s return).
Thus:
Resur r ection Ascension Parousia

Church Worker Scholarship
applications due May 1

If Jesus had not risen from the grave and subsequently
gone up into heaven to resume His seat at God’s right, He
wouldn’t have been able to keep His promise to come back
for us. Thus:
Resur r ection Ascension Parousia

If you will attend a Synodical School
this fall, preparing for a professional church work career, fill out
a Birthday Scholarship application, available from the church
office, and return it to the office by May 1.

To encourage you to savor the joy of what awaits us, for
most of May three books will be on display in the hall and
readily available for checking out.


Death, Heaven, Resurrection, and the New Creation



Taken up to Heaven
When Christ Comes

Faith’s Birthday Scholarship Fund is set up to aid in the college
education of students training for the preaching, teaching, and
social ministries of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod.
Contributions for this fund come from birthday offerings made by
Faith’s communicant members.

(from last month)



We thank all members for your offerings to this Fund; special
envelopes are enclosed in birthday cards you receive on your
birthday. If you do not receive a birthday card, contact the
church office to update our records. Thank you.

Pleasant reading!
—Rita Barsun, for Faith in Volumes

Sunday morning snacks
Medical Equipment

Each Sunday, volunteers graciously provide
fruit, breads, muffins, etc. to provide a light
snack for roughly 40-50 people during the Sunday school hour. The nibbles are delicious, and
the fellowship is friendly. Each week’s free-will donations
are then forwarded to Orphan Grain Train to support their
mission work.

Over the past year the Health and Human
Care Team has been given various medical
supply items that can be borrowed and used
as the need arises. Currently we have a wheelchair, various walkers, canes and a shower chair. We also have some
baby supplies. If you are in need of any of these, or other
items that are not listed, please contact Janet Hitzeman at
812-345-0882.

Please take a moment to visit the list on the snack table in the
Grand Hall, and consider choosing a Sunday to sign up.
You may choose what to bring (we just ask for NO NUTS,
please!), whether purchased or homemade. Invite a friend
and split the fun!
Contact A nn Graves (817-929-1006) with any questions.
Thank you!
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Ladies’ Night Out
Friday, May 10

Ladies - Plan on joining us on Friday, May 10 at
6:30 pm for our monthly Ladies' Night Out. We will
meet at Sarah Beck’s home at 5060 W. Hanks Crossing. Bring an appetizer to share. Drinks and dessert will be provided. Bring a friend and come join the fun.

Ladies’ Tea

Saturday, May 18 at 11 am

For ladies of all ages!
Bring your Mom, Grandmother, daughter,
friend and/or neighbor,
for a light lunch of tea sandwiches,
scones, cookies and Carolyn's Tarts.
Wear a hat and a pretty dress, or come as you are—your choice!
Listen to live piano music as we eat.
Enjoy these delicious treats in God’s garden.
Have fun bidding during the Silent Auction:
Proceeds from the Auction will go to
Wheeler Mission Women’s Center.
Sign Up in the Narthex or contact
Bonnie Martin or Ann Graves.

Men’s Softball
The Faith Lutheran softball team will be taking the
field again for the 2019 summer season. This is
the 38th consecutive year that Faith Lutheran Church has
fielded a team in the Bloomington Parks and Recreation
Men’s Softball League. Please come out and root for the
team as they enjoy Christian fellowship and represent the
church in the Tuesday Rec B League. All games are at
Twin Lakes.
Date:
Field:
May 7
3
May 14 3
May 14 3
May 21 1
May 28 1
May 28 1
June 4
3
June 11 4

Time: Opponent:
8:25
The Loggers
6:15
KC Designs
7:20
Boston Scientific
6:15
Channel 4 News Team
7:20
TFR
8:25
My Sports Locker
6:15
Wooooo!!!!
8:25
Turning Point Church

Faith Families Celebration

—Mark Riggins, 812-325-4275
and Norm Papke, 812-824-7420
weather hotline: 812-349-3610

Sunday, May 19
11:30 am—1:00 pm

The second annual “Faith Families Celebration” is an event to better know the individuals and families of our congregation. Every family unit at Faith is
invited to use a
4’ x 2’ area of table top space to display photos or memorabilia.
Bring photos of your childhood, local and extended family, milestone events like weddings or baptisms, vacations or hobbies.

Volleyball

7:30 pm—most Thursdays
Join us most Thursdays for an evening of volleyball in our gym. Feel free to bring a friend!

A free Subway lunch, provided by a Thrivent Mission Action
Grant, will start right after 10:30 am worship. The remainder of
the time is for browsing the displays and talking with each other
about family. A free will offering will support Faith’s “Operation
Christmas Child” Spirit Camp project.

Ministry of Song
The Health and Human Care Committee
would like to start a new in-reach program
for our members who are not able to worship with us on a
regular basis. The goal of this new program would be to bring
the ministry of song to our shut-ins.

Pause at the narthex table after worship on May 3 or 10 to

reserve table top space for your family’s display and/or

indicate how many members of your family will be enjoying
the Subway lunch, with a variety of home-made pies for
dessert.

As noted in Ephesians 5: “Speak to one another with psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your
heart to the Lord.”

Or, send that information to Dave Ebeling at 812-322-6503 (cell)
or davidgebeling@gmail.com.

Our pastors would identify those who would appreciate or
benefit from a short visit from a small group of people who
would sing several hymns with them. A professional singing
voice is not required but a desire to give a small amount of
your time sharing some of the spiritually uplifting and comforting Lutheran hymns. Contact Janet Hitzeman
(jhitzema@indiana.edu or 812-345-0882) if you are interested
in participating in this ministry.

NOTE: It is not necessary to display family
photos in order to enjoy the lunch and fellowship.
Come for food and conversation as you learn
more of the family history of people you may see
every Sunday but know very little about. Sponsored by the Faith@Home Ministry Team.
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Spirit Camp: June 17 – 20
Camp Lake-

Spirit Camp registration is FULL, but adults and
teens are needed to help in many differ ent
ways, according to your availability and area of
interest. Contact one of the pastors to explore
how you might serve or sign up at tinyurl.com/
SpiritCamp2019

view Open

House
Sunday, June 2
11 am worship | lunch and activities to follow

Bring the whole family and join us as we kick off the
summer! Free will donations will be accepted to offset
expenses.

Crafts/Decoration Supplies

To help us make crafts and decorations such as telescopes, a rocket, a mission control area and more, we are looking for donations
of certain items. Contact Julia Crumbaker with any questions
(juliacrumbaker@gmail.com or 812-360-2941).
 2 old headphone sets
 Amazon gift cards
 Jo-Ann Fabrics gift cards

Contentment
True contentment will never be found in the things of the
world. God has given us that which alone can provide for us
true peace of heart, true contentment. He has given us His
Son, Jesus, to be our Savior from sin, death, and the power of
the devil. Through what Jesus has done for us on the cross and
by the open tomb, we have the forgiveness of sins as well as
life with Christ, here on earth and forever in heaven.

Kitchen Needs

Please bring in the non-perishable food any time and the perishable
food on June 17. Watch the narthex for a poster
with details, and contact Diane W ilkinson with
questions (812-322-7752).

When we give more emphasis to our blessings of body and
soul, we will give less emphasis to the things of the world.
Count your blessings from God. You’ll find they are countless! None of us deserves any of His blessings, especially the
gift of His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior!

Service Project

Operation Christmas Child is a project of
international Christian relief and evangelism organization Samaritan’s Purse. This unique project sends a message of hope to children in desperate situations
around the world through gift-filled shoe boxes, while focusing on the true meaning of
Christmas—Jesus Christ, God’s greatest gift.
You can help by donating any of the following items:
TOYS – small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, plastic
kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, small Etch-A-Sketch®,
toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries),
Slinky, etc.
 SCHOOL SUPPLIES – pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, coloring books,
writing pads or paper, solar calculators, etc.
 HYGIENE ITEMS – toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, comb,
washcloth, etc.
 OTHER- sunglasses, flashlight with extra batteries, ball
caps, socks, t-shirts, toy jewelry sets, hair-clips, watches,
small picture books, etc.


Taking Stock

At the end of Thursday night’s closing program we will have a
special door offering for shipping costs. Each box costs $9
to ship. Thank you for your generous donation.

If you choose to give a gift of stock to the church at
any time, please notify Cybil at colec@indiana.edu
before the tr ansfer so that we ar e able to
properly track and credit the gift.

*Please contact Diane W ilkinson (812-322-7752) with questions.

Staff Training

Sat., June 16 (10 am—12:30 pm): Servanteens
Sun., June 17 (9:15 am): Adults
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Greetings from the Director of

many lasts of Preschool are here. I have seen most of my students
grow through the program, and it is bitter sweet seeing them graduate. They will now embark on a new journey in Elementary school.
Some will still see each other every day, and each one will make
new friends. After leaving Faith, some kids will be going to Childs,
Rogers, or Clear Creek, to name a few. As we finish the year we
will be doing end of the year assessments, Mother’s and Father’s
Day projects, finishing some sight word memorization, and having
a field day. I am so excited to see what each student is going to do
next. As summer break is here, I look forward to getting ready for
a new group of students to get to know and enjoy a wonderful
school year. Happy Summer.

Faith Lutheran Preschool
and Christian Child Care

We are wrapping up our fall registration. We have
a few spots available in our Preschool classrooms, but our infant
and toddler rooms are full. If you are interested or know someone
looking for preschool aged programs we offer full time and part
time options. Please email me at flps@faithbtown.org for more
information.
You are all invited to attend our Graduation of the Pre-K class on
Thursday, May 16. The ceremony will take place in the sanctuary
at 6 pm with refreshments in the gym afterwards.

Blessings,
Meghan Faulkner,
Preschool Teacher

Thank you to everyone for another amazing, gratifying and very
blessed school year. Thank you for all of your support, prayers and
hard work that make this ministry of the church work.
God’s Peace and Blessings,
Rachel Stults, Director
Graduating Class:

Pre-K (4 & 5 year olds)

Philippa Butler
Drew Erwin
Sarabeth Faulkner
Ethan Martin
Madelyn Miller
Alexander Monroe
Brayden Ormiston
Sam Patterson
Matthew Ragonese
Vincent Ragonese
Abraham Reed
Theo Terrell

This year has gone by quickly. May is upon us now, and that
means it is the end of the school year. The students had their last
Easter Celebration Party at Faith, and we went on our last Preschool field trip to The Warehouse. They had so much fun, playing
with their friends. Not only did we have the chance to have a wonderful Spring Program, but the kids did a wonderful job singing
before Lenten service.

So

Mission Statement:
Faith Lutheran Preschool and Christian Child Care shall be distinctively Lutheran in its
philosophy, curriculum and staff. While evangelistic outreach is the primary purpose,
it strives to assist in nurturing all children and their families.

Hannah House "Baby Shower"

We are collecting material support items between Mother’s
Day and Father’s Day to “shower” Hannah Center.
Donations can be new or used. Specific needs include:

large girls onesies

girl sleepers, crib sheets

changing pads

large items (such as car seats and pack n
plays)
Donations may be dropped off in the wooden bin the the
narthex from May 12- June16.

Spencer Dahlstrom
Samantha Degener
Gabrielle Degener
Baylee White
Javin Myers
Kendall Rutherford
Elle Dahlstrom
Isaac Santa

Lunch and Learn:
Atrial Fibrillation

May 12 - June 16

Join the Health and Human Care Ministry
Team in celebrating life and supporting the
Hannah Center. The Hannah Center is a
Christian-based nonprofit that serves women and their families who seek help in making decisions
about their pregnancies and related concerns, including
material support for newborns to age six.

May birthdays in
Preschool/CCC:

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 12
Thank you, Lord,
for
Christian mothers.

Join us after Bible study
on Wednesday, May 15
for this month’s topic:
Atrial Fibrillation
Atrial Fibrillation (also so known as
A Fib) is the most common cardiac rhythm
abnormality in the US, and its incidence
increases with increasing age. We will
discuss A Fib, its risk factors, consequences and management. We will also compare
gender differences.
After the topic is presented, we will have
time for Q&A on any heart health/disease
related topic you so choose.
—Julie Frey

Questions? Contact V alerie Parker at vhebda@gmail.com
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