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Resolutions
When the days drew near for him to be taken up,
he set his face to go to Jerusalem.
- Luke 9:51

Shortly after Thanksgiving this last November, I went to do some
Christmas shopping for my family. As I browsed College Mall for the
perfect gifts for family and friends a sign at GNC caught my eye:
“Why Wait For New Year’s? Start Your Resolutions Now!” At that
point, I felt the long arm of the law (not God’s Law mind you, but perhaps still somehow divine) point an accusatory finger at me from behind the store’s glass window. I was keenly
aware that, having gone out that morning on a mission, I was wearing my “loose pants” for
maximum comfort and mobility. Only they maybe weren’t as loose as they had been when I
bought them. And so, partly out of vanity and partly out of concern for my health and wellbeing, I made my New Year’s Resolution to try and get back into fighting form!
No doubt, many of us have made such resolutions spurred on by all manner of concerns: health,
finances, self-improvement, etc. Our resolutions tend to be focused on increasing the quality of
our day-to-day lives, and indeed this is a healthy, constructive way to live. Be more frugal, eat
better, drink less, spend more time away from screens! These are all good resolutions. Among
those I would add one more: Get more Jesus. Don’t attend worship as regularly as you would
like? Talk with your pastors and examine your schedule. Worship weekly but afraid to set foot
in Bible Study? Find a friend to go with so you’re in familiar company! Unable to get out because of weather or health? Call and let us know so we can visit you with the Lord’s Supper.
In Luke chapter 9 we see Jesus make a resolution near the end of His earthly ministry: with the
Pharisees and Scribes plotting to kill Him, He resolves not to back off for the sake of His personal well-being, but He sets His face to go to Jerusalem to give Himself up as the blood sacrifice for our sin. The phrase “set his face” is an old Hebrew idiom which means to resolve immovably to a course of action. Come hell or high water, Jesus was going to the cross and
there was no power in the world which would stop Him. His resolution was not to save Himself, but to save you and now, having accomplished your salvation on the cross, He sets His
face to come to you in Word and Sacrament to make that forgiveness known to you.
So. What is stopping you? Why not receive the gifts He freely gives wherever and however you
can? As He set His face to Jerusalem to save you, so set your face to Him where He comes
bearing a “quality of life” improvement beyond all earthly comparison. Why wait? Start now!

Sunday Schedule
Worship: 8 am, 10:30 am & 5 pm
Chinese Worship: 9:15 am
Sunday School/Bible Class: 9:15 am
FLY: 6-8 pm, most weeks (see pg. 6)

Blessed New Year’s,
Pastor Beck

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Eric J. Edwards
pastoredwards@faithbtown.org
Rev. Christopher Beck
pastorbeck@faithbtown.org
Rev. Liwei Sui
pastorsui@faithbtown.org
University Lutheran:
Rev. Richard Woelmer
812-336-5387
rwoelmer@indiana.edu

Workshop

PPC & Ministry Teams

for ALL members
of Faith

Sunday, January 12
8 & 10:30 am (your choice)

Saturday, January 25
8:45 am—2 pm

Installation of new members

See page 3 for details.

T
Re-commissioning of returning members

Altar Guild

Serving us in January
10:30 am Service
Jean Scott

Coffee

Drew Antilla

Food Pantry

Jan Greenwood

CD Delivery
Jan 5
Jan 12
Jan 19
Jan 26

Judy VanOsdol

Jim VanOsdol
Don Weaveer
Joe Ziegler
Jan Greenwood

8 am Service
Head Usher
Ushers

Greeters
Jan 5 & 12
Jan 19 & 26
Acolytes
Jan 5
Book bearer
Crucifer

Jan 12
Jan 19
Jan 26

Bill Pfrommer
Brad Braun
Kim Mitchell
Jim VanOsdol
Steve Bollhorst &
Jan Greenwood
JD & Meghan Faulkner
Nate Brunner
Lily Gebhardt
Need Volunteer
Mary Brunner
Nate Poage
Elise Sensabaugh

Head Usher
Ushers
Greeters
Jan 5 & 12
Jan 19 & 26
Acolytes
Jan 5
Book bearer
Crucifer

Jan 12
Jan 19
Jan 26

Travis Jerke
Skip Harrison
Doug Hoffman
Mark & Diane Riggins
Carol Meier &
Joan Olcott
Miriam Sui
Elise Sensabaugh
Need Volunteer
Erich Schuler
Evan Huang
Lily Gebhardt

Statistics — November 2019
Average Attendance
Sunday Worship —254
Sunday School — 40
Adult Bible Class — 42
February
newsletter
articles
are due

607 E. 7th Street—across from Dunn Meadow

The Lutheran Student Center is open daily
for studying, free laundry, wi-fi & copy center.

Pastor Woelmer:
rwoelmer@indiana.edu
812-336-5387 | ulu@indiana.edu
indianalutheran.com
Sunday:
9:15 am
10:30 am
6 pm
Tuesday:
8 am
Wednesday:
6 pm
7 pm
7:30 pm
Thursday:
7 pm
9 pm

Bible Study
Divine Service
Fellowship Meal
Morning Prayer
Midweek Meal
Evening Prayer
Bible Study
Grad Student Bible study
Pizza Talk—residence halls

Friday, December 10

Thank you, family of

Faith, for demonstrating
once again your love and
support for us during the
Advent and Christmas
season. We are blessed by
your generosity! Merry Christmas and Blessed
Epiphany!
Pastor Edwards
Pastor Beck
Pastor Woelmer
Pastor Sui

January 7
4:30 pm Prep Choir
5:40 pm Junior Choir
January 8
7 pm Senior Choir

Sundays, 9:15 am
Join us for a new Sunday Study series from Dr. Joel
Biermann entitled Who Am I? which focuses on our
identity as baptized children of God.
Wednesdays, 10-11 am
Weekly Bible studies resume for
• Men (Classrooms A & B) and
• Women (Grand Hall)

Installation at
Trinity, Ellettsville

Thursdays
What Does God say about…______?—7 pm
This study explores a new topic each session.
January 9—What Does God say about Epiphany?
January 23—TBA
Lutheran Men's Gemütlichkeit —5:15 pm
January 2—Switchyard Brewing Company
January 16—Hoppy Wobbles Pub
January 30—Crazy Horse
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Thanks be to God!

The Rev. Dr. Alan Scott
has accepted the call to Trinity Lutheran
Church in Ellettsville, after serving as their
interim pastor.
He will be installed on Sunday, January 5
at 3 pm at Trinity. Members of Faith are
invited to attend and give thanks!

Congregational Workshop
“Every One His Witness”
Saturday, January 25
8:45 am-2 pm

Some of you may recall that in
October the whole congregation
of Faith was commissioned as the
“Outreach and Evangelism
team.”
That means every one. That means you.
You already are witnesses for Christ, wherever
the Lord has called you. But you may not feel
like you are well equipped for the task. If you
have ever felt like that, I want to encourage you to
come to our congregational workshop called
“Every One His Witness” on Saturday the 25th
of January.
Every One His Witness is an evangelism training
approach that utilizes video instruction and small
group interaction. The training puts sound doctrine into practical action using a relational approach for sharing the faith. During our time together we will cover:
• the "What" and "Why" of witnessing,
• the "How" of witnessing using the LASSIE approach (see left and posters at Faith),
• Head, Heart and Hand models of how people
connect and communicate.
Participants will be provided materials for the
workshop and an access code for Context Modules that address witnessing in specific situations. Morning refreshments and lunch will also
be provided. Registration is free and open to all
congregation members; we ask that you sign up in
advance so that we have adequate food and materials.
Congregations throughout our Synod have used
this approach to help sharpen their witness of
Christ to friends, family members and those that
the Lord has placed in their lives. I pray that it
would sharpen your witness as well.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. (1 Peter 2:9) You are His Witness!

Thank you, all!
Many thanks to everyone that contributed in
so many different ways during the Advent and
Christmas seasons:
•
•
•
•

—Pastor Edwards

Musical offerings, whether singing, playing
an instrument, or both! Soli Deo gloria!
Christmas decorating in early December (led by Cybil Cole)
Luminaries (led by Dave Ebeling)—setting out and lighting
on Christmas Eve, and cleaning up on Christmas Day,
Advent meals cooks and crews, including those who applied
for Thrivent Action Team grants to cover much of the cost.
-------Join us on Saturday, January 4 at 9 am as we
UN-decorate the building after Christmas!
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Offering Statements
Year-end statements will be
placed in your church mailbox
by January 12.
Contact the church office with any questions no
later than January 31; changes cannot be made after
the books are closed.

Ladies’ Night Out

Library News

Friday, January 10 | 6:30 pm

I want to thank everyone for your support
as I officially transition into my new role
as Faith’s librarian. I look forward to continuing to serve you through God’s gift of our library. If you
have any questions or feedback about the library, I would love
to hear from you. I can be reached at library@faithbtown.org.

Come join us on Friday, January 10 for Ladies’ Night
Out! We will meet at Jan Greenwood’s home (719 E.
Moss Creek Dr.) at 6:30 pm. Bring an appetizer to share. Drinks
and dessert will be provided. Come and bring a friend!

I would also like to personally thank Rita Barsun for many
years of hard work in the library, and for her patient support as
I learn the ropes.

Women in Mission
January 26—6:15 pm at University Lutheran
making Valentines for local missions

—Karen Lukefahr

February 23
Service Project (TBD—please consider ideas)

Faith Lutheran Youth

--------

fly@faithbtown.org

and

Your mites can support LWML Mission Grant #5 for
2019-2021: $95,000 for Lutheran Bible Translators.
There are over 170 million people who speak more than
1,500 languages who have never read the Bible in their
native dialect. Bible translation is absolutely foundational to the
mission of the church.

Facebook group: FLY
Remind: https://www.remind.com/join/flyann
or text @flyann to 81010

Sunday Mornings | 9:15 am—youth room above the gym
Join us for Bible study each week.

This grant will pay for one year of a four-year training program for
pastors and church leaders in Tanzania, Ethiopia and elsewhere to
be directly involved in translating God’s Word for their people.
With your prayers and mite donations, this vital ministry will share
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the language of the people. For more
information, look on the round table in the Narthex by the Mites
collection box, or go to http://www.lwml.org/2019-2021-missiongrant-5.
--------

Event Calendar | 6-8 pm Sundays, unless otherwise noted
January 5—Fun Activity—stay tuned
January 12—FLY
January 19-20—Lock-in
February 2—NO FLY
February 8—Chili Cook-off
—Faith Lutheran Youth (#BTownFLY)
John Poage (812-345-0223)

LWML Mite Boxes — How They Began
Perhaps inspired by the various "cent" or "mite" societies of the
early 1800s, the Woman's Mission to Woman (Baptist) urged
members in its first circular letter in 1871 to use their new Mite
Box to raise funds. The entire family was encouraged to contribute. The garnet-colored paper box had an opening on the top and
the words, "Woman's Mission to Woman," in gold letters on the
side.

Mitten Tree

through January 5
Our annual in-gathering of mittens,
gloves, hats, and scarves for the
Salvation Army continues through
Sunday, January 5.

Over the years, many Lutheran Ladies Aid societies used a box to
gather funds in support of local and synod ministries. Under the
original 1928 Lutheran Women's Missionary Endeavor organizational plan, each woman in every congregation would receive a
Mite Box if she participated in the Ladies Aid.

Farewell to Foam
We are gradually transitioning from Styrofoam to
paper products for our coffee and fellowship
events, introducing new products as the remaining
inventory is used up. We are also no longer using disposable
cups on Sunday mornings.

Receipts from the 92 Ladies Aid societies totalled $6651.31 in
1930. (In contrast, the 2019–2021 LWML Mission Goal is
$2,100,000.) The Lutheran Women's Missionary League, formally recognized by the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 1942,
required by the newly adopted constitution and bylaws, that 25%
of all missionary contributions be given to the national organization, shared from the districts.

If you bring a favorite mug from home for your coffee or tea,
please feel free to find the Sharpie on the cart to add your name
or initials to the bottom (before filling it!).

Here at Faith we collect mites on the LAST Sunday of each
month—look for the clear, acrylic box on the round table in the
narthex to deposit your monies, and pick up a new box if you need
one. You may also bring your mites in to the church office at any
time during the month.

If you do not have a personal mug on the cart, we invite you to
use one of the many extras; you may particularly see a
collection of Faith congregation mugs—if it’s on the cart, it’s
clean. Please just put your used mug in the dishwasher at the
end of Bible class. Thank you!

Thank you for contributing to the Mite Box and providing the
opportunity for us to spread the Gospel to the world!
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Lunch & Learn—

Creating a Dementia-friendly Congregation
Wednesday, January 15 | 11 am
Over 5 million Americans are living with dementia.
80% of those people are living at home. Chances are that you know
someone living with dementia.
Have you made a New Year’s Resolution to bring your children to Sunday School more in 2020? Here’s what we want
you to know:
All children are welcome to Faith’s Sunday School!
Children are grouped by age and then grade level. Here’s
where you can find each class, and who is currently teaching:
Parents and 2-year-olds: downstairs Preschool classroom
(down the Education Wing hallway just past the office)
Teacher: Sarah Pape
3 & 4-year-olds: upstairs classroom across from the kitchen
Teachers: Deb Hackman & Kayla Baker
Amanda & Ryan Shettlesworth
5-year-olds through 6th grade: the gym
5s/K teachers: Samantha Schaefer
Tim Paul
1st & 2nd teacher: Janet Hitzeman
3rd & 4th teachers: Jean Scott
Lauren Cook
5th & 6th teachers: Tom Waggoner
John & Kim Pitcher
At the beginning of the Sunday School hour the 5-year-olds
through 6th graders work on a service project for approximately 15 minutes, then gather on carpet remnants with pillows or sit in chairs to learn the Bible lesson for that day.
This 10-15 minute lesson is led by a teacher, a pastor, or a
congregation member. Anyone interested in leading a large
group lesson, please contact Megan Abbott for the schedule.

Our January Lunch & Learn will be a Dementia Friends Information Session, led by Jan Bays, PT. Jan is a founding member of
Dementia Friendly Bloomington, Director of Program
Development and Education at Jill's House, and Dementia Action Alliance Board Member.
You will learn 5 key messages about dementia, how it
affects people, and how you can make a difference in
the lives of people living with dementia and their care partners. People living with dementia need to be understood and supported in
their communities. Faith is already a designated Dementia Friendly
Congregation. You can help by becoming a Dementia Friend.
Sign up on the Health & Human Care bulletin board or contact Janet
Hitzeman at jhitzema@indiana.edu

Fellowship News
Fellowship would like to thank everyone who
helped and/or cooked Advent lunches or suppers.
We couldn’t provide these meals without help and especially without the use of Thrivent Action Team grants. We used two Thrivent
Action grants to reach out to Wheeler Mission at the end of 2019.
•

Erin Miller provided free bowling to everyone who brought in
new underwear for women at Wheeler Mission.

•

Bonnie Martin, Ann Graves, Marsha Baute, Jan Greenwood and
Alice Hawkins spent a Monday evening at Wheeler Mission playing bingo with the residents. The prizes were items the ladies
could use for winter such as warm socks, hats, gloves, chap stick
and hand cream. We served cocoa and cookies while we played
“Christmas” Bingo. The ladies wanted us to sing Christmas songs
with them after we finished playing bingo.

After the large group lesson, children split into their corner
classrooms for age-appropriate review of the lesson and activities.
7th grade through High School: upstairs through the gym
(middle door on the left wall)
Teacher: John Poage

Upcoming dates for fellowship are:
•

February 29 we will have our second Trivia Night. Spend Leap
Year with us eating pizza and playing trivia. We will provide child
care again this year.

•

May 2 will be our 2nd Ladies Tea and silent auction. Last year we
raised about $600 for Wheeler Mission for Women. Plan to spend
the afternoon with us in “God’s Garden.”

********
We like to have two teachers per group of children so that the
teachers can take turns and do not teach every Sunday. It’s
common for teachers to switch every other month, but schedules are flexible.
We give thanks for the service and dedication of all our current and past teachers. There are nearly always openings for
new teachers. The materials are all provided and the pastors
and veteran teachers are available to help guide you.
Please contact new Sunday School Superintendent Megan
Abbott, Pastor Beck, or one of the current teachers to learn
more about how you could serve this year, sharing teaching
responsibilities in one of the above classes!

-------Fellowship is always in need of funds from
Thrivent Action Grants. Most Thrivent members
allowed two grants a year and if you don’t have
plans for your grants see Ann Graves or Bonnie Martin about giving
them to Fellowship. We use them to provide Advent and Lenten
meals, the Ladies Tea, Church Picnic and any other activities we
provide such as Trivia Night. We also use them for outreach projects such as Wheeler Mission for Women.

We look forward to seeing your children in Sunday
School this year!

—Fellowship Ministry Team
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January

4 Un-Decorating
15 Lunch & Learn
25 Congregational Workshop
26-Feb 1 National Lutheran Schools Week
28 Prayer Partners Pizza Party
February

8 Chili Cook-off
12 Lunch & Learn
14-15 LCMS-U Indiana Winter Weekend
15 Sweetheart Dinner
26 Ash Wednesday
29 Leap Year Trivia Night
March

4, 11, 18, 25 Lenten services
7 Women’s Book Club
April

1 Lenten services
4 Generosity Feeds
5 Palm Sunday
9 Maundy Thursday
10 Good Friday
12 Easter
25/26 Confirmation
May

2 Ladies’ Tea
21 Ascension
31 Pentecost

Resolutions for Christian Parents

June / July

TBA Spirit Camp

Each family is different. Needs of parents and children vary
tremendously at different stages and ages. One New Year’s
resolution does not fit all.

August

5 1st Day of Preschool/CCC

October

Browse through these 12 idea starters for just one personal
parenting resolution and be intentional about focusing your
daily attention on it. If none of these is what is on your
heart, create one uniquely for you.

18 Loyalty Sunday
November

25 Thanksgiving Eve worship
December

Sweetheart Dinner
Save Saturday, February 15, for
the 2020 edition of Faith’s
Sweetheart Dinner. Plan now
for your Valentine’s night out
with your sweetheart. Watch for details later in
weekly announcments. Reservation may be
made by signing up on the Faith@Home bulletin
board.

This year, with God’s help, I resolve
• to pray daily for my child(ren) and with my children.
• to treat my child(ren) with respect and love.
• to allow myself to be imperfect.
• to apologize out loud to my child(ren) when I make a mistake.
• to intentionally take time to play with my child(ren).
• to remember that quantity time is quality time.
• to not judge other parents’ actions.
• to be in my child(ren)’s picture…literally.
• to increase the times our family eats together.
• to discuss with my child(ren) current events from a Christian perspective.
• to pace our Sunday mornings so that we worship together and learn in
Sunday school and Bible classes.
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Faith Lutheran Preschool

Highlighted Staff of the Month
Sarah Ayer
• started working in the Walkers room in December of 2016
• currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in History at IU
• grew up in Nashville, TN but currently lives in Bloomington

and Christian Child Care

Happy New Year! During the month of January we
will be celebrating our National Lutheran Schools
week. It will take place during the week of January 27 th.

Hillary Gebhardt
• previously worked at Faith from 2010-2016 and returned to us
this year!
• teaches the 3’s class on Tuesdays and Thursdays
• has a degree in Early Childhood Education and reading education
from Valdosta State University
• grew up in Brunswick, Georgia

We are inviting the church to help us celebrate in a couple of ways:
We will be putting up a “Prayer Angels” in the Narthex. The
angels will have a child’s name on it from the preschool
or childcare. We would like for you to take an angel (or
more) and pray that our ministry will put the Holy Spirit
to work in their hearts. They will be available to take
beginning Sunday, January 19 from a wall near the church
mailboxes in the narthex.
We are inviting you to sign up to help out in the classrooms
during story time and read the children a book either in
the afternoon session or morning session.
If there is a hobby or something that you do that you think the
children would like to learn about or do, please contact
me so that we can fit that into our week as well.
Lastly we would like to invite you to have lunch with the preschoolers anytime during that week.
I will put sign up sheets for all of these events under our bulletin
board across from the library.

Our Student of the Month:
Nallah Pape
Family – Mommy, Max (cat), Hugo (cat)
Church – Faith
Heard about FLP – from church
Favorite Family Activity – making puzzles, reading books, going
to the park, watching TV
Favorite Family Memory – going to Disney World this summer
Favorite Book – Aladdin, Princess Hair, We’re Different We’re the
Same
Favorite Food – cheese, macaroni and cheese, cheesy roll ups,
chicken nuggets

We will be starting our registration for the 2020-2021 school year
when we return for second semester. As we did last year, we will
set aside a week for church members only to turn in paperwork
before it opens up to the public. Church members can pick up a
registration packet anytime after January 7th from the church office
or from our bulletin board across from the church library. Church
members may return them anytime during the week of January 27
– 31. You may turn them into the church office and they will put
them in my mailbox. Registration will open up to the public on
February 4. We are open from 7:45 am to 5 pm, Monday through
Friday. Please stop by anytime and see what we are all about.
You can email me at faithlutheranps@gmail.com to set up tours
and with any questions you have about our program.

January birthdays
in
Preschool/CCC:
Audrey Weakly
Everett Vanzo
Landry James

Madelyn Belcher
Abraham Wells
Thomas Sciscoe

Mission Statement:
Faith Lutheran Preschool and Christian Child Care shall be distinctively Lutheran in its philosophy, curriculum and staff.
While evangelistic outreach is the primary purpose, it strives to assist
in nurturing all children and their families.

May God Bless you and your New Year too!
Rachel Stults, Director

Winter is coming...
In case of severe weather,
cancellation of regular or
special church services and
whole-congregation activities
will be announced on:

Spirit Camp 2020
Call-Out Meeting

•
•
•
•

Sunday, January 12

A preliminary meeting for Spirit Camp 2020 will take
place on Sunday, January 12, following the 10:30 service.

TV—WTHR (Channel 13, Indy)
Radio—WFIU (103.7 FM)
Web—www.FaithBtown.org
Facebook—Faith Lutheran Church LCMS Bloomington

Decisions on such cancellations and postponements will be
made by Pastor Edwards and the Congregation Chairman.

All Spirit Camp leaders as well as members who would like
to learn more about this ministry are urged to attend as we
set the date and examine our roster of faithful servants.
Contact Pastor Beck with any questions.

Cancellation or postponement of committee and ministry team
meetings is the responsibility of the chairperson of such organization and will be communicated within that group as determined by the organization members.
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