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AS WE GATHER 
  

A part of us expects justice from God. We think that fairness ought to reign—that each of us should get 

what we deserve. But this is a dead end. God does not give us what we deserve but acts with mercy and 

grace beyond belief. He is scandalously generous and lavish with us—giving us what we do not deserve 

and have not earned. We are tempted to ask God for equity and what we deserve, but God is determined 

to give us so much more in Christ. Only in faith can we learn to let God be God, to honor His generosity 

with the only response He desires: faith and thanksgiving. Today we pray the Lord to break through to 

our hearts and minds with His abundant grace and to rejoice that He is more than fair—He is merciful! 
 

 

Rev. Eric J. Edwards  T Rev. Christopher Beck  T Rev. Liwei Sui 

2200 S. High Street, Bloomington, IN  

https://www.faithbtown.org/
https://www.lcms.org/
http://www.faithbtown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FaithBtown-LCMS-221524061305134/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/c/faithbtownlcms
mailto:office@faithbtown.org
mailto:pastoredwards@faithbtown.org
mailto:pastorbeck@faithbtown.org
mailto:pastorsui@faithbtown.org
mailto:office@faithbtown.org
https://www.facebook.com/FaithBtown-LCMS-221524061305134/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/c/faithbtownlcms
https://www.faithbtown.org/
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T T T GATHERING T T T 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC – Sacred Music from Lutheran Public Radio 

 
OPENING HYMN – LSB 908 – Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear 

 

 

 
Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.    C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION     

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

       our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
   

(silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination) 
   

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have  

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  

Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you  

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

T T T WORD T T T 
 

INTROIT – Psalm 116:12-16; antiphon: Psalm 116:17 

P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

C What shall I render to the LORD 

for all his benefits to me? 

P I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

C Precious in the sight of the LORD 

is the death of his saints. 

P O LORD, I am your servant; 

I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving* 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

 

KYRIE – Lord, Have Mercy – Mark 10:47 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS – Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

Choir: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have 

done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 55:6-9 – Seek the Lord while He may be found.
 

6“Seek the Lord while he may be found; 

 call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 

 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, 

 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
 

  A   This is the Word of the Lord.     C   Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL – Psalm 34:9, 19 

A Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing! 

C Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 
SECOND LESSON – Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 – Let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ. 

 

 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 

gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 

imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my 

imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 

 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out 

for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that 

with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to 

me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet 

which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be 

with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 
25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the 

faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you 

again. 

 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 

you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side 

by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear 

sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to 

you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged 

in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

  A   This is the Word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA and COMMON VERSE – John 6:68 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 20:1-16 – The last will be first and the first will be last.  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.  
C Glory to You, O Lord.  
    

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent 

them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 
5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the 

ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he 

went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why 

do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no 

one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard 

too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 

to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, 

beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired 

about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a 

denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they 

would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 
11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 
12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 

them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last 

worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose 

with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 
16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C       Praise to You, O Christ.   
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HYMN OF THE DAY – LSB 555 – Salvation unto Us Has Come (vs. 1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 

SERMON – Fair Wages – Matthew 20:1-16 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – LSB 555 – Salvation unto Us Has Come (vs. 6-10) 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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APOSTLES CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth.  
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary,  

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints,  

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 A   Lord, in Your mercy,     C   hear our prayer. 
 

        A   …for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.      C   Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

    C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION – Numbers 6:24-26 

P     The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C     Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN – LSB 853 – How Clear  Is Our Vocation, Lord 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

 

SILENT PRAYER / ANNOUNCEMENTS (continued below) 
 

    POST-SERVICE MUSIC – How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord (arr. Mark Steffens) 

 

T T T 

 
We are thankful that you are with us today!  

Please take a moment this week to let us know that you were here.  

 

Please allow those who backed into their parking spots to leave first. 

 

You may leave your offering at the mailbox as you enter the mission field. 

Download this form if you would like to set up automatic withdrawals. 

Thank you to 

Zach May 

and Kate 

Reinhard for 

recording 

hymns for the 

drive-in and 

online 

services. 

 

 
 

Liturgy and Hymns 

from Lutheran Service 

Book © 2006 

Concordia Publishing 

House. Reprinted with 

permission. LSB Hymn 

License no. 

110001557. 

 

Scripture – from The 

Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version®, 

copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a 

publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 

https://forms.gle/BDkNnQTJxZ9CMrRr5
https://www.faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Authorization-Agreement-for-Direct-Withdrawals.pdf
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T  ANNOUNCEMENTS T 
 

Sunday School is now on YouTube – tune in each week for a lesson presented 

by one of our Sunday School teachers! Today’s lesson – A Merciful Substitute 

(Abraham and Isaac) – can be viewed here. An additional video from CPH is 

here. 
 

Parents – we hope you are helping your child/ren make use of the materials mailed to them at home 

in the last week or two (you may find this week’s activity and coloring pages here as well). If your 

child did not receive the first mailing, please contact us! 

 

Hoosiers Outrun Cancer (HOC) 

It’s not too late to join Team Faith Lutheran Church and walk or run in 

support of local cancer care. We will meet in the parking lot at Faith at 

9am THIS Saturday morning, September 26 for a brief devotion and 

prayer and will then head out our own 3-mile route to Olcott Park and 

back. Contact Pastor Beck with any questions. We hope you will join us!  

 
Free Online Parenting workshops 

Register online for any or all of these events: 

Getting it All Done 

Monday, September 28, 8 pm  

Managing Emotions 

Monday, October 12, 8 pm  

Navigating Electronics 

Monday, October 26, 8 pm 

 
Outdoor Hymn Sing TODAY (and alternating weeks)  

• 6:00-6:30 pm 

• Wear your mask 

• Request any hymn! (Hymnals provided, or bring your own.)  

• Park in designated areas (back rows) 

• Choose a chalked square to put down a blanket or set up lawn chairs 

 

Choirs have resumed! Contact our Cantor, Dr. Priscilla Gabriel, for more details or to get involved. 

New participants are always welcome. 

• Preparatory Choir / K-2nd graders – Tuesdays (outdoors) 

• All others – older children, youth, and adults – are invited to join the  

            Virtual Senior Choir and/or virtual music literacy and singing training.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/FaithBtownLCMS/
https://youtu.be/oOmn00KHx6Y
https://youtu.be/oOmn00KHx6Y
https://discover.cph.org/enduring-faith-sunday-school-digital-bonus-family-materials/lesson-4-abraham-and-isaac
https://discover.cph.org/enduring-faith-sunday-school-digital-bonus-family-materials/lesson-4-abraham-and-isaac
https://www.faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sept20_SSatHome.Unit4_Lesson4.pdf
mailto:faithbtown.org
http://hoosiersoutruncancer.org/
https://www.faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/HOC-2020-route.jpg
mailto:pastorbeck@faithbtown.org
https://thrivingkidsconnection.com/online-event-parenting-tips-for-challenging-times/
https://thrivingkidsconnection.com/online-event-parenting-tips-for-challenging-times/
mailto:music@faithbtown.org
http://hoosiersoutruncancer.org/
https://thrivingkidsconnection.com/online-event-parenting-tips-for-challenging-times/
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Meet at the Metz (Carillon Recital) – Saturday, October 10 | Noon                                        

Join Dr. Gabriel and other members of Faith at the IU arboretum for the weekly Metz carillon 

recital. If you haven’t heard the newly renovated instrument, this is your chance. 

 

LWML 
NEXT Sunday, September 27: 

o Mites collected 

o LWML Sunday 

 

Thursday, October 1 (6:30 pm) – local planning meeting for Spring Rally 

 

Saturday, October 17 – Fall Zone Rally – Shepherd of the Hills, Bean Blossom  

 

Bible Studies  
Wednesdays through September 30 

Click the class title for the Zoom link. Class handouts are available on our website. 

 

 NOON  
The Odyssey of Saint Paul 

Explore the mission 

journeys and epistles of the 

Apostle (Pastor Beck ) 

 

 7 PM  
Revelation  

Explore the final book in the Bible 

(Pastor Edwards) 

 
Devotionals Available 
Portals of Prayer (October-December), Lutheran Women’s Quarterly, and other devotionals are 

available under the lower canopy, in a small red plastic box. Help yourself anytime, 24/7. 

 
Pantry 279 donations 
Food and supplies for Pantry 279 are collected at Faith each Sunday. Cash 

or checks (payable to Pantry 279) are also welcome and may be placed in 

the offering basket, clearly marked for Pantry 279. 

 
Flocknote 
 

Are you receiving our Friday@Faith emails? If you have joined this list 

and are not seeing the emails, please add mail@flocknote.com to your 

email contact list, and also check your spam folder. Or to get started, click HERE to submit your 

preferred email address (and optional cell phone number). You may unsubscribe at any time. 

   

 

https://www.iuauditorium.com/events/detail/metz-10-10-20
https://iu.zoom.us/j/4236204070
https://www.faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LWML-Columbus-Zone-Fall-Rally-2020.docx
https://www.faithbtown.org/ministries/christian-education/
https://www.faithbtown.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83480873352?pwd=SFpVcXdLSjRBNWNLaXY5QU51WkFQZz09
mailto:pastorbeck@faithbtown.org
https://zoom.us/j/99436879937?pwd=K2QwU3BTWXltcTVxS1g0YVV4aHBxQT09
mailto:pastoredwards@faithbtown.org
https://pantry279.org/
https://faithbtown.flocknote.com/News
mailto:mail@flocknote.com
https://faithbtown.flocknote.com/News
https://pantry279.org/
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(click on each option below for more information) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
WIFI is available throughout the building. No password is needed; simply connect to one of these 

Guest signals:  

            FLCGuest 

FLCNarthexGuest 

FLCGrandHallGuest 
 

SIGN UP HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/c/faithbtownlcms
https://www.faithbtown.org/ministries/worship-music/
https://www.faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol-and-Procedures-for-SAFE-worship-in-sanctuary-8.27.pdf
https://www.faithbtown.org/ministries/worship-music/
https://faithbtown.flocknote.com/signup/16000

