Prayers and readings for Post-Election Day, 2020
Below is a list of Scripture readings and prayers that may be used to guide your thoughts and
prayers this day.
[1] First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for all people, [2] for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. [3] This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God
our Savior, [4] who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
[5] For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus, [6] who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.
(1 Timothy 2:1-6 ESV)
[13] Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as
supreme, [14] or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those
who do good. [15] For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the
ignorance of foolish people. [16] Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a
cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. [17] Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood.
Fear God. Honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2:13-17 ESV)
[1] Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! [2] I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will
sing praises to my God while I have my being. [3] Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man,
in whom there is no salvation. [4] When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that
very day his plans perish. [5] Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD his God, [6] who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith
forever; [7] who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The LORD
sets the prisoners free; [8] the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who
are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. [9] The LORD watches over the sojourners; he
upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. [10] The
LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! (Psalm 146 ESV)
[1] God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. [2] Therefore we will not fear
though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, [3]
though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah [4] There
is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. [5]
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. [6]
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. [7] The LORD of
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah [8] Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth. [9] He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. [10] “Be still, and
know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” [11] The
LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah (Psalm 46 ESV)

Suggested Prayers
first shared by the LCMS Synodical office after the 2016 election

Holy Father, God of mercy, look with compassion upon this land and grant to us civil peace. We
cherish the right to express disappointment or disagreement publicly, but grant grace to those
who do so always to speak with respect and reason. Remove from all hearts hatred, suspicion,
fear, and prejudice. Help us to explain our neighbor's actions in the kindest way and use Your
Church to be an agent of peaceful and reasoned discourse in this time. Grant us unity as a
nation, delighting in the rule of law and not of men. Drive far from us the spirit of sedition and
rebellion and help all our citizens to honor our government officials, to pray for them, and to
hold them accountable as servants of the common good. We ask this through Christ, who
taught us to render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the things that are God's,
and whose love embraces all and calls all to be Your children. Amen.
from the Pastoral Care Companion (CPH)

Good government
Eternal Lord, ruler of all, graciously regard those who have been set in positions of authority
among us that, guided by Your Spirit, they may be high in purpose, wise in counsel, firm in good
resolution, and unwavering in duty, that under them we may be governed quietly and
peaceably; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
For the nation
Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we remember Your
generosity and constantly do Your will. Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education,
and an honorable way of life. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and
arrogance, and from every evil course of action. Grant that we, who came from many nations
with many different languages, may become a united people. Support us in defending our
liberties, and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of
wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land. When times are prosperous, may our
hearts be thankful, and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Responsible citizenship
Lord, keep this nation under Your care. Bless the leaders of our land that we may be a people at
peace among ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the earth. Grant that we may
choose trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You
faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
For responsible leaders
O merciful Father in heaven, from You comes all rule and authority over the nations of the
world for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do well. Graciously

regard Your servants, those who make, administer, and judge the laws of this nation, and look
in mercy upon all the rulers of the earth. Grant that all who receive the sword as Your servants
may bear it according to Your command. Enlighten and defend them, and grant them wisdom
and understanding that under their peaceable governance Your people may be guarded and
directed in righteousness, quietness, and unity. Protect and prolong their lives that we with
them may show forth the praise of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

