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AS WE GATHER 
 

“A friend in need is a friend indeed,” or so the old saying goes. When Jesus saw His creation in need, 

He responded in the most unimaginable of ways: “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 

down his life for his friends.” However, in laying down His life, it was His very friends, those whom He 

loved and served who betrayed Him, denied Him, and killed Him. We all, by our sin, sent our friend 

and savior to the cross; yet, this He gladly and willingly suffered for our sake. Though we are poor and 

needy, steeped in sin and even born enemies of God, still our Lord deigns to call us friends and gives 

Himself freely to help us. In this same way, He calls us to befriend others, giving freely of ourselves in 

the name of Jesus. 
 

 

Rev. Eric J. Edwards  T Rev. Christopher Beck  T Rev. Liwei Sui 

2200 S. High Street, Bloomington, IN T 812-332-1668 T office@faithbtown.org 

https://www.faithbtown.org/
https://www.faithbtown.org/
https://www.lcms.org/
https://www.lcms.org/
mailto:pastoredwards@faithbtown.org
mailto:pastorbeck@faithbtown.org
mailto:pastorsui@faithbtown.org
mailto:office@faithbtown.org


 2 

T T T GATHERING T T T 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION– LSB 700 – Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION     

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

          our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
   

(silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination) 
   

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T T T WORD T T T 
 

INTROIT – Psalm 66:1-2, 89, 2; antiphon: v. 16 

P Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

C Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

 sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 

P Bless our God, O peoples; 

 let the sound of his praise be heard, 

C who has kept our soul among the living 

 and has not let our feet slip. 

P Blessèd be God, 

 because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
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KYRIE – Lord, Have Mercy – Mark 10:47 
 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE – LSB 171 – This is the Feast  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir/cantor: 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.     

C And also with you. 

P O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 

things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

FIRST LESSON – Acts 10:34-48 – People from every nation are accepted by God.

 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he 

sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves 

know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 

proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are 

witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
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hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41not to all the 

people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. 42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 

appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And 

the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of 

the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them speaking in tongues 

and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who 

have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name 

of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 
  

A   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GRADUAL – Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 – The congregation sings all. 

           

 

 
 

SECOND LESSON – 1 John 5:1-8 – The victory of Christ overcomes the world.

 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 

the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, 
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when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of God 

overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that 

overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water 

and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three 

that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 
   

A   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

ALLELUIA and VERSE – Romans 6:9; John 16:33b 

The congregation joins the choir/cantor in singing the Alleluia. 
 

 
  

 Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 

 death no longer has dominion over him. REFRAIN 
   

 In the world you will have tribulation. 

 But take heart; I have overcome the world.  REFRAIN 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL – John 15:9-17 – Obeying Christ’s commands and remaining in His love 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 

be full. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13Greater love has 

no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 
16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 



 8 

your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These 

things I command you, so that you will love one another.” 
 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C       Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – LSB 556 – Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (vs. 1, 6-10)  

 

 

 

 
 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 

    The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

    And into truth shall guide you. 
 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 
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    And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 

    This final word I leave you.” 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON – A Friend Indeed – John 15:9-17 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 A   … Lord, in Your mercy, C   hear our prayer. 
  

        A   … one God, now and forever.      C   Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION – Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

P Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

   

 

CLOSING HYMN – LSB 895 – Now, Thank We All Our God 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

9 am – FAREWELL and GODSPEED – Zach & Regan May 

 

Senior Choir 

(Online/In-person) – 

Lauren Cook, Ruth Engs, 
Meghan Faulkner, Shirin 

Hassan, Trevor Jones, 

Carl Lenthe, Zach May, 

Kathy Powell, Kate 

Reinhard, Nathaniel 

Thies, Gary Wohlkafka, 
Louise Wohlafka 

 

Liturgy and Hymns 
from Lutheran Service 

Book © 2006 Concordia 

Publishing House. 
Reprinted with 

permission. LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001557. 
 

Scripture – from The 

Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version®, 

copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 
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SENDING FOR SABBATICAL  

 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

T  T  T 

 

 

 
             

You may leave your offering at the door, or near the mailbox (for Drive-in) as you enter the mission field. 

Download this form if you would like to set up automatic withdrawals. 

 
Pastors Edwards and Beck are available throughout the week for personal pastoral care:  

prayer, counsel, private individual confession and absolution.   

 

 

 

 

T T T 
 

 

 Today’s Sunday school lesson is available on YouTube. 

Activity pages may be found HERE. 

   
 

Ascension Day worship with Holy Communion 

 Thursday, May 13 

7pm in the Sanctuary 

  

SPIRIT CAMP:  July 12-15 
 

Registration is near capacity (100 kids)! Email 

spiritcamp@faithbtown.org ASAP to register.  

Faith members and FLC Preschool families are receiving priority 

enrollment, and a waiting list will be kept for others. 
 

Register at tinyurl.com/spiritcamp2021 to be a Servanteen (current 

6th-11th graders) or Adult volunteer. 

We are thankful that you are with us today!  

Please take a moment to let us know that you were here.  

 

Pastors Edwards will then begin his sabbatical  

after the Ascension Day service THIS Thursday evening.  

He is scheduled to return on August 8, for Christian Education Sunday.  

We pray for God’s richest blessings for him and the whole Edwards family 

during this time of rest and renewal. 

 

 

https://www.faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Authorization-Agreement-for-Direct-Withdrawals.pdf
mailto:pastoredwards@faithbtown.org
mailto:pastorbeck@faithbtown.org
https://youtu.be/V-fUsaHgIHc
https://www.faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/May-9_SSatHome.pdf
mailto:spiritcamp@faithbtown.org
tinyurl.com/spiritcamp2021
https://youtube.com/c/faithbtownlcms
https://forms.gle/VHbQiix1ijsttDmN8
tinyurl.com/spiritcamp2021
https://forms.gle/VHbQiix1ijsttDmN8
https://forms.gle/VHbQiix1ijsttDmN8
https://forms.gle/VHbQiix1ijsttDmN8
https://forms.gle/VHbQiix1ijsttDmN8
https://forms.gle/VHbQiix1ijsttDmN8
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2021 Picture Directory 
There is one more portrait session day: THIS Wednesday, May 12 

 

Contact Bonnie Martin or Ann Graves to sign up ASAP.  
Learn more… 

 

Submit your contact information as you would like to have it 

included in the directory. 

 

 

Our current midweek Bible studies continue through May 19.  

Join us on Wednesdays at Noon & 7pm  
 

A new class will begin Sunday, May 30. 
 

Learn more… 
 

NEXT Saturday, May 15: 

• 9:00-11:30 am | Spring Work Day 

Bring work gloves, rakes, shovels, 

pruners, brooms, etc. We’ll have a list 

of things to do when you arrive. 

Contact Hank and Alice Hawkins or 

Ann Graves with questions. 
 

• 10:00 | Tent Team Training  

Learn how to help set up our new 

20x40 foot tent. Team members will 

be contacted as needed, but only 6 

will be needed at a time. The more we 

have to draw from, the better. 
 

• 11:30 am | Lunch  

We’ll be grilling brats to enjoy and 

celebrate all our hard work. 
 

• 12:00-2:00 pm | Outdoor Benefit 

Concert 

Many thanks to Sam Poage for 

organizing this as his Eagle Scout 

project. 

 

 

https://www.faithbtown.org/directory/
mailto:bonniekielmartin@gmail.com
mailto:anngraves6@gmail.com
https://www.faithbtown.org/directory/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYFYYmLyQ2yS2u8mZVU3AWncBL1k_6wteHa05GcQtxRS-huA/viewform
https://www.faithbtown.org/ministries/christian-education/
mailto:anngraves6@gmail.com
https://www.faithbtown.org/ministries/christian-education/
https://www.faithbtown.org/directory/
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T T T 
 

 

 
 

through NEXT Sunday, May 16: 

9:00 am Sanctuary* 

10:30 am Drive-in  

5:00 pm Sanctuary* 
       Online Worship is available HERE.  

 

T T T 

 
 

Welcome Home on Pentecost Sunday/May 23: 
anticipated final transition point in our return to the sanctuary 

 
ALL services return to the sanctuary for the first time in 14 months! 

  

8:00 am*  T  10:30 am  T  5:00 pm* 

 
  

9:15 am  

Welcome Home fellowship gathering for all ages! 

 

We’ve missed being together! 

Join us outside in the fresh air, under our new Tent, to 

reconnect and celebrate the blessings we have in Christ! 

  
   

*REGISTER on our website for worship in the sanctuary. Learn more HERE. 

 

 

 

https://www.faithbtown.org/worship-with-us/
https://www.youtube.com/c/faithbtownlcms
https://www.faithbtown.org/worship-with-us/
https://www.faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protocol-and-Procedures-for-SAFE-worship-in-sanctuary-2.21.21.pdf
https://www.faithbtown.org/worship-with-us/
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Sunday, June 6 | Congregational Information Meeting 

Join us after the 10:30 am service to learn more about the Ministry Clarity process, and how this is 

helping us set the focus for our ministry together for the next 3-5 years. Pastor Tom Eggebrecht from 

LCEF, who is guiding us through process, will be our guest preacher that day and will join us at the 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Announcements and information are available ONLINE 24/7. 

 
STAY INFORMED throughout the week via: 

 
 

 

www.FaithBtown.org            FaithBtown LCMS          FaithBtown LCMS  

   

 

 

 

 

http://www.faithbtown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FaithBtown-LCMS-221524061305134/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/c/faithbtownlcms
https://www.faithbtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Guiding-Statement.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/FaithBtown-LCMS-221524061305134/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/c/faithbtownlcms
https://www.faithbtown.org/
https://faithbtown.flocknote.com/

