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OPENING HYMN – LSB 849 – Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P
C

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World.
The light no darkness can overcome.

P
C

Let Your light scatter the darkness.
and illumine Your Church.

P
C

Give glory to God, our Light and our Life.
O come, let us worship Him.
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T T T WORD T T T
PSALM 46
P God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
C Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
P though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
C There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
P God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
C The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
P The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
C Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
P He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
C “Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”
P The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 45:1-12
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped,
to subdue nations before him
and to loose the belts of kings,
to open doors before him
that gates may not be closed:
“I will go before you
and level the exalted places,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
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I will give you the treasures of darkness
and the hoards in secret places,
that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
I name you, though you do not know me.
I am the LORD, and there is no other,
besides me there is no God;
I equip you, though you do not know me,
that people may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is none besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
I form light and create darkness,
I make well-being and create calamity,
I am the LORD, who does all these things.
“Shower, O heavens, from above,
and let the clouds rain down righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit;
let the earth cause them both to sprout;
I the LORD have created it.
“Woe to him who strives with him who formed him,
a pot among earthen pots!
Does the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’
or ‘Your work has no handles’?
Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’
or to a woman, ‘With what are you in labor?’”
Thus says the LORD,
the Holy One of Israel, and the one who formed him:
“Ask me of things to come;
will you command me concerning my children and the work of my hands?
I made the earth
and created man on it;
it was my hands that stretched out the heavens,
and I commanded all their host.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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SECOND LESSON – Romans 8:31-39
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all
things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is
written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
A This is the Word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 24:3-14
As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when
will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?” And
Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying,
‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars.
See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various
places. All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.
“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all
nations for my name’s sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one
another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be
increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And
this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all
nations, and then the end will come.
A This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE
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PRAYER FOR THOSE LOST IN THE ATTACK
P O God of all comfort, into Your hands we commend our memories of the lives lost on the day
of our great tragedy. Remind us always to forgive, as we remember our loss, and keep us in
the hand of Your holy Son that on our Last Day we might rejoin all the saints who have gone
before us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
PRAYER FOR RESCUE WORKERS
P Merciful Father, we commend to Your keeping all who work to bring rescue and relief. Give
them courage in danger, skill in difficulty, and compassion in service. Sustain them with
bodily strength and calmness of mind that they may perform their work to the well-being of
those in need so that lives may be saved and communities restored; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
C Amen.
PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY
P O Yahweh Sabbaoth, You lead the armies of Heaven in victory against sin, death, and the
Devil through the work of Your Son. Allow the men and women who serve our country to
always fight for the cause of justice and righteousness that we might not offend You through
needless bloodshed and violence, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
PRAYER FOR THOSE TRAPPED IN VIOLENCE
P Almighty God, You are a fortress of defense in the time of trouble. We thank You for
preserving those trapped in the violence of war and terror. Look upon them, we pray, in mercy
and grant them Your peace that they may cling to You in faith and not be ashamed or afraid,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
PRAYER FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD
P Heavenly Father, God of all concord, it is Your gracious will that Your children on earth live
together in harmony and peace. Defeat the plans of all those who would stir up violence and
strife, destroy the weapons of those who delight in war and bloodshed, and, according to Your
will, end all conflicts in the world. Teach us to examined our hearts that we may recognize
our own inclination toward envy, malice, hatred, and enmity. Help us by Your Word and
Spirit, to search our hearts and to root out the evil that would lead to strife and discord, so that
in our lives we may be at peace with all people. Fill us with zeal for the work of Your Church
and the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring that peace which is
beyond all understanding; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
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PRAYER FOR PEACE
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live
in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
MORNING PRAYER
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doing and life may please You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

BENEDICTION – Numbers 6:24-26
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you until the day of His coming.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN – LSB 966 – Before You, Lord, We Bow

Tune and text: Public domain

8

