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AS WE GATHER 
The Word of Christ Is the One Thing Needed 

 

“The LORD appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre” (Gen. 18:1) and received his hospitality. But 

Abraham received the gracious promise of a son. Though Abraham and Sarah were very old, nothing is 

“too hard for the LORD” (Gen. 18:14). His Word appointed the time and fulfilled the promise. In the same 

way, the Lord Jesus “entered a village” and received Martha’s hospitality (Luke 10:38). “Martha was 

distracted with much serving” because she was “anxious and troubled about many things” (Luke 10:40–

41), but her sister, Mary, “sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching” (Luke 10:39). The service of 

love is no sin, but “one thing is necessary” for both faith and love — the Word of Christ (Luke 10:42). 

Thus, the ministers of Christ are sent “to make the word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for 

ages and generations but now revealed to his saints” (Col. 1:25–26). 
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T T T GATHERING T T T 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC – Word of God, Come Down on Earth (arr. Johann G. Walther)  

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION – LSB 545 – Word of God, Come Down on Earth 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 
Tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.    C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION     

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
   

(silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination) 
   

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have  

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 

sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  

Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you  

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T T T WORD T T T 
 

INTROIT – Psalm 119:57-60, 64; antiphon: Psalm 119:105 

P Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. 

C The LORD is my portion; 

I promise to keep your words. 

P I entreat your favor with all my heart; 

be gracious to me according to your promise. 

C When I think on my ways, 

I turn my feet to your testimonies; 

P I hasten and do not delay 

to keep your commandments. 

C The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love; 

teach me your statutes! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. 

 

KYRIE – Lord, Have Mercy – Mark 10:47 

P  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity   

      of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
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C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS – Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  
 

P Almighty and everlasting God… one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON – Genesis 18:1-14 – The Lord promises Abraham and Sarah a son to continue their line  

      and name.

 1 The Lord appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the 

heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. 

When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, “O 

Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and 

wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh 

yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as 

you have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine 

flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and 

gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had 

prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

 9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 10The Lord 

said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And 

Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. 

The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn 

out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and 

say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the 

appointed time I will return to you about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
 

A   This is the Word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL – Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt. 

A   How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news, 

       who publish peace and bring good news of salvation. 

C   Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 

       and their words to the ends of the world. 

 

SECOND LESSON – Colossians 1:21-29 – Making known the mystery long hidden but now revealed in Christ  

                                                                                        our Savior 
 

 21You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled 

in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before 

him, 23if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel 

that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 

minister. 
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 24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 

Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25of which I became a minister according 

to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26the 

mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to make 

known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 

mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28Him we proclaim, 

warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 

present everyone mature in Christ. 29For this I toil, struggling with all his 

energy that he powerfully works within me. 
 

A   This is the Word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God. 

 
ALLELUIA and COMMON VERSE – John 6:68 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 10:38-42 – The Lord visits the home of Mary and Martha and asks both to turn their  

                                                                           attention to the one thing needful. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

    
 

 38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha 

welcomed him into her house. 39And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened 

to his teaching. 40But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, 

“Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the 

Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42but one thing is 

necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 
 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

10:30 am – CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY – LSB 536 – One Thing’s Needful 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON – The Old Woman Who Laughed – Genesis 18:1-14 

 

8 am – NICENE CREED 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
   

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 
 

10:30 am & 5 pm – APOSTLES’ CREED 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
   

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He  

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the    

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 A   …let us pray to the Lord: C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

        A   … one God, now and forevermore.      C   Amen. 

 

OFFERING – Reflection on “When Morning Gilds the Skies” (arr. Rebecca te Velde) 

 

OFFERTORY – Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

 

 



 9 

 

 

 

 
 

 

10:30 am & 5 pm – Lord’s Prayer (page 10) and the service then  

concludes with the Benediction and Closing Hymn (page 15). 
 

 

T T T SACRAMENT T T T 
beginning at LSB 160 

 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  
 

 P Lift up your hearts 

C We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 

    P  It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 

joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 

blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 

as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

  
LORD’S PRAYER 

    C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



 11 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

   PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord – John 20:19  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C  Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI – Lamb of God – John 1:29 
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DISTRIBUTION  

 

LSB 641 – You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 
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LSB 738 – Lord of All Hopefulness 

 

 

 

 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 
Tune: Public domain 
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LSB 708 – Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE – LSB 164 – Thank the Lord  

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P  Let us pray... one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION – Numbers 6:24-26 

P     The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C     Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN – LSB 807 – When Morning Gilds the Skies 

 

 

Liturgy and Hymns 

from Lutheran Service 
Book © 2006 

Concordia Publishing 

House. Reprinted with 
permission. LSB 

Hymn License no. 

110001557. 
 

Scripture – from The 

Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®, 

copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway Bibles, a 

publishing ministry of 

Good News 
Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights 

reserved. 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SILENT PRAYER / ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC – When Morning Gilds the Skies (arr. Robert Lind) 
 

T T T  
 

We thank Pastor Mitchell for leading our worship today. 
 

Pastor Edwards and family are out of town through Saturday, July 23. 

If you have a pastoral emergency, please contact Pastor Woelmer (812-369-4504). 

 

                                          T T T  

 

Sundays: 9:15am Classrooms A-C   
 

Wednesdays: 6:30am Cloverleaf South Restaurant (Winslow Plaza)   

(Final week) 

 

 

Celebrate and Remember the Life of Joan Olcott 
TODAY  

Narthex this morning: visit her collection of mini churches; take one home with you 

Olcott Room, Monroe County Convention Center: 

     2:00-3:00pm Program with songs, Scripture, and memories 

     3:00-4:00pm Reception and conversation with light refreshments 
 

Joan was a founding member of Faith, faithful and active in many ways, particularly as a Sunday School 

teacher for decades, and also an active member of the Bloomington community at large. She went to be 

with the Lord on March 27, 2020, in the earliest days of COVID. Her daughters – Jill Parker, Nancy 

Friedrich, and Mary Sue Olcott, and their families – are pleased to be able to finally invite us to gather 

with them TODAY to give thanks and remember her beautiful, faithful life. Stop by the Convention 

Center this afternoon to say hello and share a story. Feel free to invite others. 

 
 

 

 

 

The flowers on the 

altar today are given 

to the glory of God 

in loving memory 

of Joan Olcott by 

her daughters - Jill, 

Nancy, and Mary 

Sue - and their 

families. 

Special Voters Meeting – Sunday, August 7 (11:25-11:30am) 

This will be a VERY brief meeting at the conclusion of the 10:30 service to approve a resolution 

regarding switching to Smithville for our internet and phone (which will include adding a physical 

junction box at the corner of our property). 
 


