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AS WE GATHER 
Faith in Christ Is Rich Toward God 

  

To live for earthly things “is vanity and a striving after wind,” and work that is driven by such vanity “is 

an unhappy business” (Eccl. 1:13–14). The man who lives like that has nothing to show for “all the toil and 

striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun … all his days are full of sorrow” (Eccl. 2:22–23). So, 

too, your “covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5), makes a god out of that which cannot give you life 

or happiness. For “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15). But 

“Christ who is your life” (Col. 3:4), in giving you Himself, gives you all the wealth of heaven. Instead of 

striving to lay up treasures for yourself, be “rich toward God” in Him (Luke 12:21). 
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T T T GATHERING T T T 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC – Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings (arr. Wayne L. Wold)  

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION – LSB 791 – All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.    C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION     

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
   

(silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination) 
   

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have  

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 
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sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  

Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you  

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

T T T WORD T T T 
 

INTROIT – Psalm 49:7-8, 13-14a, 15; antiphon: Psalm 49:1-2 

    P Hear this, all peoples! Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 

both low and high, rich and poor together! 

    C Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life, 

for the ransom of their life is costly and can never suffice. 

    P This is the path of those who have foolish confidence; 

yet after them people approve of their boasts. 

    C Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; 

death shall be their shepherd. 

    P But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, 

for he will receive me. 

    C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Hear this, all peoples! Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 

both low and high, rich and poor together! 
 

KYRIE – Lord, Have Mercy – Mark 10:47 

P  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity   

      of all let us pray to the Lord.

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C  Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS – Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.  C And also with you.  
 

P Almighty and everlasting God… one God, now and forever.  C Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON – Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26 – Life is much more than possessions.

2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 

 vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . . 

 12I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart to seek and to 

search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has given to the 

children of man to be busy with. 14I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is 

vanity and a striving after wind. . . . 

 18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will 

come after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for 

which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned about and gave my 

heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a person who has 

toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did 

not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart 

with which he toils beneath the sun? 23For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. 

Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 

 24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his 

toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25for apart from him who can eat or who can have 

enjoyment? 26For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the 

sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God

. This also is vanity and a striving after wind. 
 

A   This is the Word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL – Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt. 

A   How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news, who publish peace and bring good  

       news of salvation. 

C   Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON – Colossians 3:1-11 – In Baptism, our old selves were buried with Christ; therefore,  

                                                                              our new self ought to reflect Hs presence in how we live. 
 

 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For 

you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then 

you also will appear with him in glory. 
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 5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7In these you too 

once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, 

malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put 

off the old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 

after the image of its creator. 11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 
 

A   This is the Word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA and COMMON VERSE – John 6:68 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 12:13-21 – Life means more than earthly treasures. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

    
 

 13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 

me.” 14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, 

“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions.” 16And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced 

plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And 

he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 

relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and 

the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and 

is not rich toward God.” 
 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY – LSB 782 – Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

Tune: Public domain 

  
SERMON – Rich Toward God – Luke 12:13-21 

 
NICENE CREED 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
   

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
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heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 A   Lord, in Your mercy, C   hear our prayer. 
  

        A   …one God, now and forever.      C   Amen. 

 

OFFERING - Christ Be My Leader (arr. Steven Wente) 

 

OFFERTORY – LSB 159 – Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 9 

T T T SACRAMENT T T T 
beginning at LSB 160 

 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you.       C And also with you.  
 

P Lift up your hearts.             C We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS – LSB 161 – Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 

joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 

blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 

as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

    C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

  
WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord – John 20:19  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. C  Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI – LSB 163 – Lamb of God – John 1:29 
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DISTRIBUTION  

 

LSB 861 – Christ Be My Leader 

 

 

 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

LSB 622 – Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 
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5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    Yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is even now 
    At once in many places. 

I leave to You how this can be; 
Your Word alone suffices me; 
    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 
6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 
    And let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 
Refreshes me and stills my fears 
    And is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 
    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

And, truly grieving for our sins, 
    May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for Your grace 
And day by day may run our race, 
    In holiness increasing. 

 
8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 
    The world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 
A blessèd comfort unto me 
    When living and when dying. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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LSB 704 – Renew Me, O Eternal Light 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE – LSB 164 – Thank the Lord 
  

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P  Let us pray... one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  



 14 

BENEDICTION – Numbers 6:24-26 

P     The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C     Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN – LSB 652 – Father, We Thank Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557. 
Tune: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER / ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
POST-SERVICE MUSIC – Voluntary (Henry Purcell) 
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T T T 

 
NEXT Sunday, August 7 

 

Christian Education Sunday 

• Commissioning of teachers / Christian Ed workers (8 & 10:30) 

• Faith milestones (3rd grade Bibles & parent meeting; catechisms for new confirmation students) 

• Confirmation instruction begins (first class; family pitch-in; parent meeting; acolyte training) 

 

Special Voters Meeting (11:25-11:30am) 

This will be a VERY brief meeting at the conclusion of the 10:30 service, regarding a resolution to 

approve an easement in the corner of our property as we switch to Smithville Telecom. 

 
Support missions with your coins 

 

Mites 
Every penny counts! 
 

Pick up a new or extra mite box 

from the round table in the 

narthex, or near the LWML bulletin board across 

from the Library to collect your spare coins or 

extra bills. On the last Sunday of any month, 

bring the box back and deposit what you’ve 

collected in the clear acrylic box on the 

Welcome table in the narthex. These “mites” 

support missions both close to home and around 

the world. This is for ALL men, women and kids 

who would like to support missions. 
 

Visit lwml.org to learn about the missions 

currently supported by these gifts. Thank 

you!            

 

 

Quarters for shoe boxes 
You’ll find some small 

containers on the round 

table in the narthex. Each 

hold $10 worth of 

quarters, which is what it costs to ship each 

shoe box for Operation Christmas Child.  

 

You may fill and return these containers any 

time between now and our next Spirit Camp, 

June 2023.  

 

Thank you for helping with this special 

project!  Contact Diane Wilkinson with 

questions. 

 

 

The flowers today are given in thanksgiving to God for 

His many blessings to Rachel Schaefer and Zach Gates, 

who were united in holy matrimony yesterday. 

https://www.lwml.org/mission-grants
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/


 
Take a turn making coffee or bringing goodies for the Sunday 

morning(s) of your choosing. Sign up at faithbtown.org, or contact Edna 

DePierre or Ann Graves with questions. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Liturgy and Hymns from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. LSB 

Hymn License no. 110001557. 

 

Scripture – from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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