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AS WE GATHER 
 

Although New Year’s Eve is more holiday than holy day, the people of God come together not simply 

to remember the passage of time but to commend their days to the Lord. Our time is lived in God’s 

hands. The world acknowledges the passage of a year, but the Church sees us another year closer to the 

Lord’s return to finish all things. We live out our days not as the fearful who do not know what is ahead 

but as the confident who pray for God to finish the days here and begin eternity. Faith to anticipate and 

greet our eternal future is faith strong enough to meet whatever changes this world holds. 
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T T T  GATHERING  T T T   
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION – LSB 899 – Across the Sky the Shades of Night 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 4) and tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001557 

 

 

For parents 

with young 

children: 

It is our joy to 

serve you in this 

hour of worship! 

 

A special 

reminder of the 

resources 

available to help 

you in guiding 

your child 

through worship: 

*Pew cards with 

suggestions and 

encouragement, 

*Library with 

books to read 

and calm your 

child, 

*Children’s 

bulletins, 

booster seats, 

and Worship 

Totes to engage 

them in the 

service, 

*Cry room in 

the preschool 

wing when a 

personal space is 

needed. 
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INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION     

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

 us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination) 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

 against You in thought, word,  and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

 undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

 ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake  

 of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

 may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

 your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

 the name of the  Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T T T  WORD T T T 
 

INTROIT – Psalm 98:1-3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth. 

C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

P The Lord has made known his salvation; 

He has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

C He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth. 
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KYRIE – Lord, Have Mercy – Mark 10:47 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 
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HYMN OF PRAISE – Gloria in Excelsis – Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

P 
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY – 2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you.    

C     And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and 

commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide among us 

with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C    Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT – Isaiah 30:8-17 – Return to Me, and you shall be saved; trust shall be your strength. 
 

8And now, go, write it before them on a tablet 

 and inscribe it in a book, 

that it may be for the time to come 

 as a witness forever. 
9For they are a rebellious people, 

 lying children, 

children unwilling to hear 

 the instruction of the Lord; 
10who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 

 and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; 

speak to us smooth things, 

 prophesy illusions, 
11leave the way, turn aside from the path, 

 let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 
12Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 

“Because you despise this word 

 and trust in oppression and perverseness 

 and rely on them, 
13therefore this iniquity shall be to you 

 like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, 

 whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 
14and its breaking is like that of a potter’s vessel 

 that is smashed so ruthlessly 

that among its fragments not a shard is found 

 with which to take fire from the hearth, 

 or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 
15For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, 

“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 

 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 

But you were unwilling, 16and you said, 

“No! We will flee upon horses”; 

 therefore you shall flee away; 
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and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 

 therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 

 at the threat of five you shall flee, 

till you are left 

 like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 

 like a signal on a hill. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord.  

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL – Psalm 90:12, 14 

P  Teach us to number our days, that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

C  Satisfy us in the morning with Your steadfast love, 

    that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 

EPISTLE – Romans 8:31b-39 – Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
  

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 

things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? 

Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, 

who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that 

neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
     

P  This is the Word of the Lord.         

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA and VERSE – Psalm 103:17 
The congregation sings the Alleluias before and after the verse. 

 
  

The steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 

on those who fear him. 
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HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 12:35-40 – Jesus exhorts vigilance every day. 
 

P    The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
  

 
 

35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for their master 
to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and 

knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he 
will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes 
in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if 

the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be 
broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – LSB 516 – Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON  

 

CREED – Nicene Creed 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
   

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
   

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 A   Lord, in Your mercy,      

      C   hear our prayer. 
  

        A   …one God, now and forever.      

      C   Amen. 
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OFFERING  

 
OFFERTORY – Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T T T SACRAMENT T T T 

 

PREFACE 
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P  It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS – Holy, Holy, Holy – Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

P …one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.   
 

    LORD’S PRAYER 

    C    Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

 

PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord – John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI – Lamb of God – John 1:29 
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DISTRIBUTION  
  

 

LSB 880 – Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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LSB 760 – What God Ordains Is Always Good 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 What God ordains is always good: 

    Though I the cup am drinking 
Which savors now of bitterness, 
    I take it without shrinking. 

        For after grief 
        God gives relief, 

My heart with comfort filling 
And all my sorrow stilling. 

 

6 What God ordains is always good: 

    This truth remains unshaken. 
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, 
    I shall not be forsaken. 

        I fear no harm, 
        For with His arm 

He shall embrace and shield me; 
So to my God I yield me. 

Text and tune: Public domai
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE – Nunc Dimittis – Luke 2:29-32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT   

  P    Let us pray… one God, now and forever.      

  C    Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen.  

Liturgy and Hymns 

reprinted from 

Lutheran Service 

Builder and used by 

permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 

110001557. 

 

Scripture – from The 

Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version®, 

copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a 

publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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HYMN TO DEPART – LSB 733 – O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 

 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 
 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

We thank Pastor Woelmer for leading our worship this evening, 

and Nathaniel Thies for serving as our guest organist, 

 

 

   T T T     

 
Sunday, January 1 – First Sunday after Christmas 

8 & 10:30*am Worship (NO 5pm) 

9:15am Sunday School/Bible class 

If you have any urgent pastoral needs,  

please contact Pastor Beck at 812-508-6497. 
 

Regular office hours will resume on Tuesday, January 3. 

mailto:pastorbeck@faithbtown.org

